
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

Welcome to tonight’s City Council meeting! 

The elected officials of the City of Bonners Ferry appreciate an involved constituency. Testimony from the public 
is encouraged for items listed under the Public Hearing portion of the agenda. Any individual may address the 

council on any issue, whether on the agenda or not, during the Public Comments period. Individuals addressing 
the Mayor and Council during Public Comment should refrain from using that time to address the performance of 
or to make complaints about a specific employee. Public participation during the business portion of the meeting 
will generally not be allowed, with the discretion left to the Mayor and Council. Special accommodation to see, 

hear, or participate in the public meeting should be made at City Hall within two days of the public meeting. 

Vision Statement 
Bonners Ferry, “The Friendliest City”, strives to achieve balanced growth, builds on community strengths, 
respects natural resources, promotes excellence in Government, and values quality of life. We are a city that 
welcomes all people. 

AGENDA 
 CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

Bonners Ferry City Hall 
7232 Main St 

267-3105
March 4, 2025 

6:00 pm 

Join video Zoom meeting: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/176727634 
Meeting ID: 176727634 
Join by phone: 253-215-8782 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 
Each speaker will be allowed a maximum of three minutes, unless repeat testimony is requested by the 
Mayor/Council. 

REPORTS 
Police/Fire/City Engineer-Administrator/Urban Renewal District/SPOT/Golf/EDC 

CONSENT AGENDA – {action item} 
1. Call to Order/Roll Call 
2. Approval of Bills and Payroll 
 
  
NEW BUSINESS 
 
3. CITY- (discussion Only)- M&O Levy discussion with Boundary County School District Superintendent Jan 

Bayer 
 

4. ELECTRIC- (action item) [attachment]- Consider wage increase for hydro employee T.J. Bryant. 
 

5. ELECTRIC- (action Item) [attachment]- Consider approval to purchase power pole testing equipment. 
 

6. EDC- (action item) [attachment]- Consider and authorize the Mayor to sign EDC Director Agreement and 
Addendum 

 
 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/176727634


 
 
 

 
ADJOURNMENT  

 
 

Those who wish to address City Council during the council meetings are encouraged to adhere to the 
guidelines below. 
  
Public Comment Guidelines: 
 
Speakers are encouraged to: 

• State their name and city of residence. 
• Focus comments on matters within the purview of the City Council. 
• Limit comments to three (3) minutes or less. 
• Those who wish to speak should sign up on the sheet provided by the Clerk. 
• Practice civility and courtesy. 
• City leaders have the right and the responsibility to maintain order and decorum during the 

meeting. 
• Time may be curtailed for those speakers whose comments are disruptive in nature. 
• Refrain from comments on issues involving matters currently pending before the City’s Planning 

and Zoning Commission or other matters that require legal due process, including public 
hearings, City enforcement actions, and pending City personnel disciplinary matters. 

• Comments that pertain to activities or performance of individual City employees should be 
shared directly with the employee’s supervisor or with the Mayor and should not be the subject 
of public comment. 



MEMO 
CITY OF BONNERS FERRY 

CITY ENGINEER/ADMIN 
 

TO:    Mayor and City Council   

FROM:   Mike Klaus, City Engineer/Administrator 

DATE: February 28, 2025 

RE:  Hydro Operator – Wage Increase 

In most utility departments there are certifications of advancement that provide basis for pay 
increases.  In the arena of hydro power plant operators, there are not widely recognized steps of 
advancement related to testing, education, or experience.  Recognizing this lack of 
standardization, I have tried to develop a solution to provide incremental pay increases for the 
newest hydro operator according to his growing experience and knowledge of hydro operations. 

I propose to give an increase of $2.00/hr for TJ Bryant based on his increased experience and 
knowledge as an operator.  TJ is also capable of operating the power plant unassisted currently.  
TJ’s will have been in his operation position for two years in mid-March 2025.  I am 
recommending that the City Council approve a $2.00/hr increase for TJ Bryant beginning with 
04/13/2025 pay period. His two-year anniversary as a power plant operator is 4/10/23. 

Please call or email with any questions you may have for me. 

Mike  



MEMO 
CITY OF BONNERS FERRY 

CITY ENGINEER/ADMIN 
 

TO:    Mayor and City Council   

FROM:   Mike Klaus, City Engineer/Administrator 

DATE: February 28, 2025 

RE:  Electric – Proposed Pole Testing Equipment Purchase 

The electric department and I have been looking for a contractor, or equipment for testing the 
strengths of all our power poles, so that we will know where to target our pole replace work in 
the future.  We talked to a contractor about completing pole testing and recognized that it was 
not affordable for the City.  Staff inquired about purchasing pole testing equipment and believes 
that we can do the pole testing ourselves and save a great deal of money.  The test unit that we 
found also has a GPS built in, which will aid in the mapping of our system. 

Staff looked through several documents related to pole testing technology and have found that 
the Polux-5 unit from Inner-Pole is recognized by third parties a good, non-destructive, test 
method.  I request that the City Council approve the purchase of the Polux-5 pole testing 
equipment, including training for the quoted price of $21,929.  

Please call or email with any questions you may have for me. 

Mike  



QUOTE
Inner-Pole Testing, LLC.

721 West 26th Street
Kearney, Nebraska 68845

United States

9526933368
anelson@inner-pole.com

BILL TO
City of Bonners Ferry Idaho
Mike Klaus

208-267-0357
mklaus@bonnersferry.id.gov

Estimate Number: 1751

Estimate Date: February 25, 2025

Valid Until: March 27, 2025

Estimate Total
(USD):

$21,929.00

Services Quantity Price Amount

POLUX 5
(1) POLUX 5 Device 
(12) Measuring Pins 
(20) Measuring Screws 
(2) Bosch 6amp Batteries + Charging Station

(1) Pelican Hard Case

PICUS Software (generic version) 

1 $20,729.00 $20,729.00

Implementation + Training
Includes cost of travel + lodging cost

1 $1,200.00 $1,200.00

Total: $21,929.00

Estimate Total (USD): $21,929.00

Notes / Terms
Tax not included.
Payment due upon receipt of order via
ACH
One year warranty included (from date of
delivery)
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Abstract:

Keywords: wooden poles; NDT; network asset management; life time expectancy, ageing
figures

Power and telecom companies are placing increasing emphasis on cost effective
processes to extend the lives of existing facilities while maintaining adequate levels of
safety and reliability.

In the case of overhead lines, utilities are facing the problem of the wood poles ageing
(most of them will reach the end of their "design lives" over the next 10 to 20 years)
combined with some high capital and maintenance budgetary requirements, an
overloaded network due to an increasing demand and extreme changing climate effect
actions on the overhead structural components.

Wooden poles are still widely used and installed in the landscapes: If one assumes that
in Western Europe 1 wood pole is employed for every 2 inhabitants, and that this
proportion increases in less densely populated countries such as the US and Scandinavia,
the economics of optimum use of wood as a resource soon become apparent. In less
developed countries, the proportions and the economics vary depending on the natural
resources such as wood that they employ

This paper relates a study on more as 60'000 poles checked with a non destructive
technology in both Europe and North America. The life time expectancy has been studied
taking into account the different species, the different treatments and the different
problematic of each country.

The loss of the mechanical performances of the wooden poles has been then clearly
identified for each species and each region giving then an accurate view of the life time
expectancy of the component in the field.

Because of the material's wide mechanical performances distribution, the application of
non destructive technologies on new wooden poles has a big concern as well. This
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research quantifies the gain of a truncation of the bad new wooden poles in the life time
expectancies of the in-service poles. This gain has some huge economic consequences in
terms of maintenance management.

The conclusion of this research underlines the importance of the non destructive tests for
both the in-service wooden poles and the new ones, and the link between these two
components. Each approach has been quantified thanks to a big international database.

1- INTRODUCTION

Power and telecom companies are placing increasing emphasis on cost effective
processes to extend the lives of existing facilities while maintaining adequate levels of
safety and reliability.

In the case of overhead lines, utilities are facing the problem of the wood poles ageing
(most of them will reach the end of their "design lives" over the next 10 to 20 years)
combined with some high capital and maintenance budgetary requirements, an
overloaded network due to an increasing demand and extreme changing climate effect
actions on the overhead structural components.

Based on this multivariate situation (ageing, increasing facilities overloads, and extreme
climate change actions) which brings year for year a decreasing network reliability,
several companies have started to acquire in-field technical data, based on non
destructive tests operated during overhead line visits.

This paper brings some advanced results obtained after six to eight years of data
collection. The main results are summarized in order to make an accurate analysis of the
fundamental trends got on the international level (Australia, Austria, Canada, France,
Germany, Switzerland, USA...) with NDT technical values related to the in-field wooden
poles. The sampling of wood poles for these analyses counts about 60'000 in-field wood
poles.

Before focusing on the most important NDT results, it is of a basic importance to start by
considering the initial wooden poles reliability (including the natural variability) at time
t0, basis for the new poles. Then, the nowadays NDT technology like Polux and wooden
poles ageing principles will be discussed.

2- NEW WOODEN POLES RELIABILITY

Because wood is a natural material produced by trees located in forests, timber quality
has to be defined in a large range of mechanical performances, expressing the natural
variability. Each species is concerned about variability for both softwood and hardwood
[1].

Based on a large sample of new wooden poles collected in France, Switzerland and
Austria, and then tested to failure in Cantilever bending in an accredited research
laboratory [2] [3], the MOR probability density function of the most important softwoods
(spruce, fir, sylvestris pine) electrician poles (diameter from 20 cm to 35 cm) is given in
Figure 1 where the total wooden pole product variability is clearly expressed. A factor of
five to eight (500% to 800%) is very common between the ultimate bending strength of
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the weakest pole and the strongest MOR obtained in the same product class.

Because of an important technical lack of the product grading rules applied to new poles
(at t0), a huge difference of bending strengths exists for products apparently perfectly
similar (same sizes, same species, same treatment).

Fig. 1: New-wooden-poles MOR variability and standards limits for the allowable bending
strengths for Switzerland (15 N/mm2) and France (18.3 N/mm2) [2] [3].

With the national design code values (allowable bending stress) located on the Figure 1,
it clearly appears that few new poles don't even respect any security coefficient from the
first day of their lives while some others will have a security coefficient up to four to six
in the same overhead line. Consequently, it means that each overhead network contains
some weak points from t0, and then the weak point number will increase versus time, if
no maintenance works are done. The weakest poles are totally healthy (without decay)
and their weaknesses are basically explained by a lower fiber density.

Moreover, wooden poles have always been treated by chemicals in order to prevent the
bio-degradation process. Nevertheless, the chemical protection is weakening itself versus
time, and at a certain time ti, each pole will initiate a decay process.

The decay process reduces the pole strength from 100% to around 0% in only few years
(from two to eight years in function of physical system conditions such as species,
treatment, climate, soil, pole size etc...).

Considering these basic figures at a time ti (20 years, 30 years etcÂ…) a technical NDT
use to measure the in-field poles residual strength will have to be able to integrate both
the initial wooden poles variability and the individual pole status related to the decay
process. These two objectives have been integrated into the Polux NDT device which is
presented in the next section.

3- THE POLUX TECHNOLOGY

The Polux technology has been developed in a large R&D project supported by EDF
(ElectricitÃ© de France), the Swiss Federal Institute of Technology located in Lausanne
and the CBS-CBT timber engineering group [4]. The physical principle of the Polux
device is the measurement of two physical basic wood properties at the pole's ground
line (GL) level:
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1. The GL local compression strength F, translating the residual wood density,
directly correlated to the pole's residual Cantilever bending strength

2. The internal wood moisture content (MC) which relates the decay process
(active or non active) obtained through the wood bio-degradation equation
(eq. 1) giving COs and HsO.

Wood + micro-organisms + Os --> COs + HsO       (1)

Figure 2 shows the Polux metrology part based on two isolated electrodes which are
manually introduced into the wood. The penetration compression load is measured by a
load sensor located in the mechanical part of the device. The two electrodes are driven
at 40mm into the wood. At this position, the internal MC is measured between the
electrodes tops (non isolated areas) by electrical resistivity readings.

Fig. 2: Metrology system of the Polux device in order to get the local density (residual bending
strength) and the internal moisture content.

Then, the Polux decision software gives the non destructive evaluation (NDE) of the pole
for both characteristics, the residual bending strength by pondering mainly the F value,
and the remaining residual life by analysing the associated MC to the residual strength.

3.1 The pole security index [5]

In order to calibrate the Polux decision software which gives the in-field pole security
index at time ti, several large samples of in service wooden poles have been measured
by Polux, then removed from the field and transported to the laboratory in order to be
tested in Cantilever bending until failure. The Polux calibration equations have been
obtained by fitting the data with a regression model like eq. (2):

MORres = a1F + b1·MC + e       (2)

Where:
MORres : Residual bending strength at time ti [N/mm2]
a1 b1 e : Calibration model parameters
F, MC: NDT physical variables, F: local density variable at GL, MC: internal moisture content at GL.

Figure 3 shows an example of NDE made by Polux for a group of North American
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softwood poles (Red Pine, Western Red Cedar, Douglas Fir, Southern Pine, Jack Pine)
treated by pentachlorophenol. It appears that several different species can be evaluated
by Polux while the key point will be the local wood density.

Fig. 3: Polux NDE for a group of North American in-service softwood poles (Polux vs.
residual bending strength obtained by failure tests, in PSI) [6].

For this example, it appears that Polux can evaluate the individual residual strength, at
time ti, with an accuracy of Â±16%. This performance is extremely significant compared
to the pole strength differences reaching 500% to 1000% for timber applied in
engineering.

Based on the residual strength evaluation, Polux will then communicate to the operator
the pole's security level displayed by a scale of four colours:

- Red: No more security coefficient
- Flashing red: Security coefficient located between 1.1 and 1.3 of the designed value
- Flashing green: Security coefficient evaluated from 1.3 to 1.8 of the designed value
- Green: Security coefficient higher than 1.8 of the designed value.

After the security index evaluation, Polux will then evaluate the residual life time
expectancy.

3.2 The life time expectancy [7]

Based on both the density index and the decay process status, it becomes possible to
evaluate life time expectancy for each measured pole. This time evaluation will suggest
the priorities in terms of poles replacements for the utility maintenance forecasts. For
the time function, Polux has been calibrated by pondering the residual strength (security
index) with MC giving the following empirical model eq. (3):
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      (3)

Where:
LTEres : Life time expectancy, in years (maximum eight years before next control)

MORini : Nominal bending strength for a new pole [N/mm2]

MORres : Residual bending strength obtained in eq. (2) [N/mm2]
MC: Polux NDT variable for moisture content, according to the statistical distribution as shown in Figure 4.
K1, K2 : Decision model parameters

Fig. 4: Statistical distribution of the moisture content. Example on Western Red Cedar,
Canada, 13'504 samples, showing the trimodal distribution shape: healthy poles from 15%
to 50%, decay processing poles from 50% to 120% and poles saturated by wet soil from

120% to 180%.

In the field, Polux is communicating through two simultaneous results. Besides the
security scale, this NDT device gives the life time expectancy by lighting the coloured
diodes as follow:

- Red: No more time, the pole is dangerous and has to be changed as soon as
possible.

- Flashing red: Estimated life time expectancy is from two to three extra years.
- Flashing
green: Estimated life time expectancy is about five more years.

- Green: Estimated life time expectancy is about eight more years before next
inspection.

Furthermore, after having displayed in real time the pole NDE, Polux stores all the data.
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The operator will have initially chosen both the wood species and the treatment type.
Then, Polux will be able to run in using the appropriate calibration model and will register
the pole number and the NDE results.

Linked to Polux, a handheld computer running with the specific software Picus can
download the measured data before displaying them in both summarizing figures, the
statistical reliability level of the tested poles set and the statistical life time expectancy of
this same set. Examples of data reduction are given in Figure 5.

a) Statistical reliability level of
the tested poles

b) Statistical life time
expectancy of the tested poles

Fig. 5: Summarization of results given by the software Picus after wooden poles Polux NDT
inspection, for both residual safety index and life time expectancy.

In the field, the operator has the opportunity to set up a security sign (a red, orange,
light green or dark green tag) on each measured pole with a nail dated of the year of the
inspection as shown on Figure 6.

Fig. 6: Sign on the measured pole relating the Polux NDT result with a coloured tag and a nail with
the year of the inspection.

4- AGEING FIGURES

4.1 Consecutive controls

By using a NDT like Polux, it is possible to print the data giving for example the
relationship between Polux NDE and time.
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Moreover, after six or eight years, a new inspection acquires some new measurements.
By comparing together the data files of the first visit to the next one, wood poles ageing
is able to be observed.

This in-field research program has been supported by Swisscom, the Swiss telecom
operator. A sample of 1'451 telecom poles, with a diameter of 18 cm at the GL and a
length of 9m has been measured a first time in 1996 and a second time in 2000 (923
poles), 2001 (248 poles) and 2002 (280 poles). The second visit has been split between
2000, 2001 and 2002 and has always been made at the same period of the year and at a
similar temperature (Â±3Â°C). The average age of the sampling was 22 years old in
1996, 29 years old in 2000, 28 years old in 2001 and 23 years old in 2002.

Figure 7 presents the trend of F, the compression load, evaluation for all the three
samples. By plotting F versus pole age, the ageing effect can be expressed.

The Figure 7 relates that for small diameter telecom poles, the ageing can be quite fast
(four to six years). This trend is speaking for a control each five years, able to detect
next weakest poles.

Furthermore, it can be observed on Figure 7, that the third sub-samples, controlled after
6 years, was a set of younger poles. Consequently, the decreasing residual strength was
a bit slower. Figure 8 shows the ageing slope versus mean age of the controlled poles.

These figures confirm that the decay process is increasing when the pole set is becoming
older and older. Consequently, one can assume that the pole ageing is non linear.
Starting with a quiet low slope, the loss of bending strength will reach a maximal value
at the end of life of the pole set. When is the expected end of life?

This question is the most important one from the asset management point of view. Some
fundamental ageing trends are discussed in the following section.
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Fig. 7: Polux NDT results after two successive inspections on the same poles set, in the same
conditions. First inspection in 1996 (mean age: 22 years old), second inspections applied in
2000 (mean age: 29 years old), 2001 (mean age: 28 years old) and 2002 (mean age: 23

years old). Swisscom poles, 1'451 samples from the same network section.
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Fig. 8: Ageing slopes vs. mean age of the poles from three sub-samples of the same Swiss
telecom network station. Label: Year of measurement: mean age of the sampling, ageing

slope.

4.2 Residual strength versus time

Based on the NDT data obtained in several countries by using Polux, some other figures
can be observed where F is plotted versus time (or pole age). Data files can be selected
by countries in accordance to the wood species and wood treatments which are different
from one case to another one.

On the Figure 9, 22'531 poles have been measured in North America, with a diameter
from 30 cm to 45 cm and treated by pentachlorophenol. The species are Western Red
Cedar, Red Pine, Larch, Southern Pine and Spruce with an age from two to 70 years old.
While Figure 9 displays the species all together, Figure 10 splits the data for each
species. It can be observed that the ageing can be strongly different from one species to
another one.
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Fig. 9: Polux NDT results vs. time on 22'531 Northern American wooden poles, all types of species,
pentachlorophenol treated.

Scientifically, the natural wood variability linked to each species affects the ageing model
very much for all other parameters the same. For example, Lodge Pine and Western Red
Cedar which are well known for their natural durabilities (Western Red Cedar is used
worldwide in the construction domain as clothing for the walls) shows the slowest
weakening process versus time.

On the presented graphs, it can be observed that the faster decay process is for Spruce
(and Southern Spruce, but in this case, the sampling is too small to confirm a trend).
Actually, Spruce is well known as a species which very difficult to treat. For the European
species (spruce and fir), Figure 11 shows 35'103 poles used by the Swiss electricity
companies with the following dimensions: diameter from 22 cm to 32 cm, length from 9
to 16 m and treated by CCB salts (copper, chrome and bore). In this particular case of
softwoods quiet difficult to treat, even in high pressure facilities, the observed ageing is
more accelerated in comparison to the figures obtained in some other countries. Based
on this experience, the inspections are set up each five years in order to cover the
ageing trend and to be efficient with the maintenance service.

The ageing figure for European spruce and fir has the same trend as the North American
one, confirming of an accelerated decay process for softwood with less natural durability.
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Fig. 12: Fig. 10: Polux NDT results vs time on 22'531 Northern American wooden poles,
species by species, all pentachlorophenol treated.

Fig. 11: Polux NDT results vs. time on 35'103 Swiss wooden poles (power companies).
Species: Spruce and Fir (mixed together), CCB treated.

5- MAINTENANCE SERVICE
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Based on both, the new wooden poles reliability and the ageing figures, it appears very
important for the utilities to support a service including the two objectives:

1- Increasing the network reliability by replacing the weakest poles what increases by
the same way the global factor of safety (FOS) of the line.

2- Saving the maintenance costs by extending the life time expectancy (LTE) of most of
the poles, because age is a very poor NDT variable versus residual strength.

5.1 Global factor of safety (FOS)

As explained in part 2, the natural variability of new poles is strongly affecting the whole
network reliability by implanting new supports having a very weak FOS (reaching
sometimes for two or three percents of them no security at all!).

Because of these particular characteristics, the maintenance controlling visits have to be
done with a NDT like Polux able to measure, at any time ti, the own residual pole
strength. The fact of just checking if there is an internal decay or not is too limited
because some poles are weak from the beginning, without any decay, while some others
have internal decay although the remaining wood is strong enough to extend the pole's
life from about three to eight extra years.

Furthermore, because of the system effect occurring in the overhead lines when a first
pole breaks leading to a domino effect breaking all the other successive good poles
(Figure 12), any single pole has to be pondered with, for example, its four other
neighbours (n-1, n-2, n+1, n+2) .

Fig. 12: Example of a domino effect in a wooden-poles network. A weak
pole breaks and leads the other ones to failure because of an extra non

expected load.
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Figure 12 This is an additional control relating that sometimes three successive flashing
red poles are more dangerous regarding the domino effect probability rather than a red
one located between four green poles.

Based on the final data file, the Picus software computes the pole system ponderation by
using eq.4:

      (2)

Where:
MORres,is : Residual strength taking into account of the system effect for the pole i
MORres,i : Residual strength of the pole i
MORres,i+1 : Residual strength of the pole i+1
MORres,i+2 : Residual strength of the pole i+2
MORres,i-1 : Residual strength of the pole i-1
MORres,i-2 : Residual strength of the pole i-2

Based on this statistical information, the maintenance priorities in terms of pole
replacement are clearly highlighted and the weakest poles regarding the whole line effect
will be changed in priority.

In order to increase the control visit return, some other information can be taken by the
operator during his line inspection.

5.2 Complementary in-field data collection

In the field, Polux can be linked to a data processing peripheral tool offering the operator
the possibility to answer to any other questions concerning the utilities.

Administrative line data, environmental description, overhead lines components status
and GPS (Global Positioning System) coordinates can be then collected.

Picus software has been developed to be supported by any handheld computer running
with Windows CE, Windows.net or Epoc. The technical NDT control on wood supports
joint to the line data collection are of an extreme efficiency in order to allow the best
network asset management.

6- CONCLUSIONS

All the data now collected on the international stage concerning the in-service wooden
poles thanks to a non destructive technology like Polux and the knowledge about new
components allow the explanations of the wood pole ageing and ensure a high security
and reliability level for the overhead lines.

In the field, Polux can be linked to a data processing peripheral tool offering the operator
the possibility to answer to any other questions concerning the utilities. Administrative
line data, environmental description, overhead lines components status and GPS (Global
Positioning System) coordinates can be then collected. Picus software has been
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developed to be supported by any handheld computer running with Windows CE,
Windows.net or Epoc.

The technical NDT control on wood supports joint to the line data collection is of an
extreme efficiency in order to allow the best network asset management.
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EMPLOYMENT AGREEMENT 

THIS AGREEMENT is entered into on this   day of    , 
2025, by and between the CITY OF BONNERS FERRY, (hereinafter "CITY"), a 
municipal corporation of the State of Idaho and DAVID SIMS, (hereinafter 
"EMPLOYEE"). 

The parties agree as follows: 

1. EMPLOYMENT STATUS: EMPLOYEE shall be classified as an employee of 
the CITY for all purposes including, but not limited to: payroll deductions, insurance 
coverage by City's insurer, applicability of City policies and procedures, and coverage as 
an employee for acts in his official capacity under the Idaho Tort Claims Act. Nothing in 
this Agreement shall be construed in such a manner to suggest that EMPLOYEE is an 
independent contractor. 

2. DUTIES:  Through the course of employment with the CITY, EMPLOYEE agrees 
to perform various duties related to economic development. These duties shall be as 
determined by the Economic Development Council Board. 

3. COMPENSATION AND TERMS: 

a. MONETARY COMPENSATION: This Agreement shall include a yearly salary 
of fifty-one thousand dollars and no cents ($51,000.00). Compensation is to be 
paid every two (2) weeks in accordance with the CITY payroll schedule. 

b. BENEFITS:  The CITY is not offering the EMPLOYEE the City's health 
insurance coverage as part of this Agreement. EMPLOYEE and CITY shall also 
make contributions to EMPLOYEE'S PERSI account in the legally mandated 
amounts. 

c. PERSONAL TIME OFF: EMPLOYEE shall be entitled to the standard 
accumulation of personal time off under the CITY'S adopted policy of accrual. 

4. TERM OF CONTRACT: 

a. TERM: The term of this Agreement shall be one year from the date of signing a 
by both parties and shall renew automatically on a yearly basis unless a new 
agreement is negotiated by the parties. 

b. EARLY TERMINATION: Either party may terminate the Agreement with 
thirty (30) days written notice. 

5. APPLICABILITY OF CITY POLICIES: EMPLOYEE shall be bound by all City 
policies established and distributed to employees including the Personnel Policy of the 
City of Bonners Ferry. 

6. CHOICE OF LAW: Any dispute under this Agreement or related to this 
Agreement shall be decided in accordance with the laws of the State of Idaho. 



  

7. NON-APPROPRIATION:  Should CITY fail to appropriate funds contemplated 
under this agreement, the agreement may be terminated based upon this non 
appropriation following notice of termination as contemplated in this agreement. 

8. NON-WAIVER:  Failure of either party to exercise any of the rights under this 
Agreement, or breach thereof, shall not be deemed to be a waiver of such right or a 
waiver of any subsequent breach. 

9. ENTIRE AGREEMENT: This is the entire Agreement of the parties and can 
only be modified or amended in writing by both parties. 
 
10. SEVERABILITY: If any part of this Agreement is held unenforceable, the 
remaining provisions of the Agreement shall nevertheless remain in full force and effect. 

IN WITNESS THEREOF, the CITY, by and through its officers, and the EMPLOYEE 
have set their respective hands on this Agreement the day and year first set forth above. 

 

CITY OF BONNERS FERRY:    EMPLOYEE: 

 

              
Rick Alonzo, Mayor      David Sims 
 
 
Attest: 
 
 
      
Deborah Garcia, Clerk 



EMPLOYMENT AGREEMENT ADDENDUM 

The Boundary Economic Development Council (hereinafter BEDC) has 
contracted with the North Idaho College’s Small Business Development Center to 
provide business coaching services. The total amount of the contract is up to $15,000 
per year.  
 

Effective November 13, 2024, the BEDC board designated the funds to be 
apportioned to an increase in the Economic Development Director’s (EMPLOYEE’s) 
salary and to travel expenses for EMPLOYEE. 
 

Seventy percent (70%) of the funds ($10,500 per year, $403.85 per biweekly pay 
period) will be allocated to increased wages for the EMPLOYEE. The remainder of the 
funds will be used to cover the CITY contributions for FICA and PERSI and for 
EMPLOYEE travel expenses.  
 

The EMPLOYEE will notify the CITY if the amount received from the North 
Idaho College’s Small Business Development Center is reduced or terminated. If the 
amount if reduced or terminated, the EMPLOYEE’s wages shall be reduced commiserate 
with the reduction or termination.  

 
DATED this    day of    , 2025. 
 

CITY OF BONNERS FERRY:    EMPLOYEE: 

 

              
Rick Alonzo, Mayor      David Sims 
 
 
Attest: 
 
 
      
Deborah Garcia, Clerk 
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