
Welcome to tonight’s City Council meeting! 
 

The elected officials of the City of Bonners Ferry appreciate an involved constituency. Testimony from the public 
is encouraged for items listed under the Public Hearing portion of the agenda. Any individual may address the 

council on any issue, whether on the agenda or not, during the Public Comments period. Individuals addressing 
the Mayor and Council during Public Comment should refrain from using that time to address the performance of 
or to make complaints about a specific employee. Public participation during the business portion of the meeting 
will generally not be allowed, with the discretion left to the Mayor and Council. Special accommodation to see, 

hear, or participate in the public meeting should be made at City Hall within two days of the public meeting. 
 

Vision Statement 
Bonners Ferry, “The Friendliest City”, strives to achieve balanced growth, builds on community strengths, 
respects natural resources, promotes excellence in Government, and values quality of life. We are a city that 
welcomes all people. 

AGENDA 
 CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

Bonners Ferry City Hall 
7232 Main St 

267-3105 
June 3, 2025 

6:00 pm 
 

Join video Zoom meeting: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/176727634 
Meeting ID: 176727634 
Join by phone: 253-215-8782 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS 
Each speaker will be allowed a maximum of three minutes, unless repeat testimony is requested by the 
Mayor/Council. 
 
 
REPORTS 
Police/Fire/City Engineer-Administrator/Urban Renewal District/SPOT/Golf/EDC 
 
 
CONSENT AGENDA – {action item} 

1. Call to Order/Roll Call 
2. Approval of Bills and Payroll 

 
  
NEW BUSINESS 
 

3. PLANNING & ZONING- (action item)–Consider approval of Planning and Zoning Commission 
recommendation to approve the zone change from Industrial to Commercial for 8.12 acres owned by 
Kootenai River Lumber Company on Riverside Street, File #ZC04-25. 
 

4. PLANNING & ZONING- (action item) [attachment] -Consider first reading of ordinance adopting 
amendment to official zoning map by title only. 
 

5. PLANNING & ZONING - (action item) Consider waiver of reading rules and adopt ordinance amending 
the official zoning map. 
 

6. PLANNING & ZONING - (action item) [attachment]-Consider and adopt ordinance summary amending 
zoning map. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/176727634


7. PLANNING & ZONING - (action item) [attachment]- Consider approval of Planning and Zoning 
Commission recommendation to approve the special use permit for the Play Smarter Kids childcare center 
on Oak Street, File #SUP15-25. 
 

8. GOLF- (action item)- Consider donating the green fees to the Friends of Mirror Lake from the Friends of 
Mirror Lake tournament on June 13, 2025. 

 

9. CITY- (action Item) [attachment]- Consider authorizing the mayor to sign the documents from Federal 
Highways to close out the city’s portion of work regarding Riverside pole relocation to facilitate Boundary 
County’s Riverside Road Project. 

  

 
 
 

 
ADJOURNMENT  

 
 

Those who wish to address City Council during the council meetings are encouraged to adhere to the 
guidelines below. 
  
Public Comment Guidelines: 
 
Speakers are encouraged to: 

• State their name and city of residence. 
• Focus comments on matters within the purview of the City Council. 
• Limit comments to three (3) minutes or less. 
• Those who wish to speak should sign up on the sheet provided by the Clerk. 
• Practice civility and courtesy. 
• City leaders have the right and the responsibility to maintain order and decorum during the 

meeting. 
• Time may be curtailed for those speakers whose comments are disruptive in nature. 
• Refrain from comments on issues involving matters currently pending before the City’s Planning 

and Zoning Commission or other matters that require legal due process, including public 
hearings, City enforcement actions, and pending City personnel disciplinary matters. 

• Comments that pertain to activities or performance of individual City employees should be 
shared directly with the employee’s supervisor or with the Mayor and should not be the subject 
of public comment. 



CITY OF BONNERS FERRY 
7232 Main Street  
P.O. Box 149 
Bonners Ferry, Idaho  83805 
Phone: 208-267-3105 

 
 

   

STAFF REPORT 
BONNERS FERRY CITY COUNCIL 

ZONE CHANGE APPLICATION 
KOOTENAI RIVER LUMBER COMPANY, FILE #ZC04-25 

 
 
Prepared by:   Clare Marley, AICP 

City Contract Planner, Ruen-Yeager & Associates 
  
Project Description:   A request to rezone about 8.12 acres of property 

located on Riverside Street from Industrial to 
Commercial. The Commercial zone would allow a 
mixture of commercial, residential, service, and 
public uses. 

 
Location: The property is west of the Boundary County 

Fairgrounds and south of the Kootenai River in 
Bonners Ferry.  

 
Legal Description: The property is known as a portion of parcel 

#RPB00000274811A in Section 27, Township 62 
North, Range 1 East, Boise Meridian. 

 
Parcel Size:   ±8.12 acres 
 
Applicant:   Kootenai River Lumber Company 
 
Applicant Representative: Tera King, Idaho Forest Group 
 
Application Filed:  3/31/25 
 
Legal Publication Date:  Bonners Ferry Herald, 4/24/25 
 
Other Notifications: Media, taxing districts, school district and airport 

manager, and landowners w/in 300’: 4/22/25 
 Site Posting: 4/24/25 

 
Hearing Date:   Planning and Zoning:  5/15/25 
 
Council Meeting Date:  City Council:   6/3/25  
 
Meeting Packet:  Application, legal notice, site plan, narrative, legal 

description, radius map, public comments, Planning 
and Zoning Commission reasoned statement, draft 
ordinance and ordinance summary 
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Staff Report, File # ZC04-25 

City Council Consideration, June 3, 2025 
 

I. APPLICABLE STATE AND CITY CODES/PROCEDURES 
Idaho Code §67-6509, Recommendation and Adoption, Amendment, and Repeal 
of the Plan. Provides procedures and noticing requirements for zoning amendments. 
 
Idaho Code §67-6511, Zoning Ordinance. Establishes a process for zoning map 
amendments and procedures following IC§67-6509. The governing board shall 
analyze proposed changes to zoning ordinances to ensure that they are not in conflict 
with the policies of the adopted comprehensive plan. The governing body must 
confirm zone change is in accord with the adopted comprehensive plan and may 
require the request include an amendment to the plan if found to not be in accord 
with the adopted comprehensive plan. 
 
Title 11, Chapter 6, Bonners Ferry City Code, Amendment of the Act. Allows for 
any person or party to file an application for a zoning amendment and sets forth the 
required procedures and standards. 
 
Title 11, Chapter 6, Bonners Ferry City Code, 11-6-5: COUNCIL ACTION: 
A.   The council may require a public hearing before making a decision. They may 
request studies from the applicant or public agencies concerning social, economic, 
fiscal and environmental effects of the proposed amendment, supplement, or change. 
 
II. PROPERTY INFORMATION:  

1. Site acreage: About ±8.12 acres 
2. Access: Proposed private easement to Riverside Street. Riverside Street 

is a paved, public right-of-way. 
3. Services: City water, sewer, and electric.  
4. Surrounding uses and zones: 

Compass Comp Plan 
Designation 

Current Zoning Uses/Densities 

Site Masterplan Mixed 
Use 

Industrial Former mill site buildings 

North Kootenai River Kootenai River Waterway 
South Industrial & Public Industrial Railroad right-of-way, public 

right-of-way, Redi-Mix Inc. 
East Industrial & Public Industrial Boundary County 

Fairgrounds 
West Masterplan Mixed 

Use 
Industrial Remaining portion of 

applicant property (former 
mill site), Boundary County 
boat launch site 

 
III. PROJECT OVERVIEW/SUMMARY 
 
Kootenai River Lumber Company filed this application to rezone about 8.12 acres 
south of the Kootenai River and west of the Boundary County Fairgrounds to 
Commercial. The rezone application is being considered under the laws and zoning 
map in effect at the time of the application. The governing comprehensive plan is the 
2023 plan. 
 
Kootenai River Lumber Company purchased the property from Louisiana-Pacific in 
2004. The mill site was operational when Kootenai River Lumber bought it, but the 
mill was dismantled shortly after the purchase. A portion of this site was an 
operational mill since before 1900. 
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Staff Report, File # ZC04-25 

City Council Consideration, June 3, 2025 
 

While the application narrative indicates this may be the site of a future school (North 
Idaho Classical Academy) and possible other commercial uses, the applicant is not 
held to only that use if the zone change is approved. This is not a conditional zone 
change. Therefore, the approval of a zone change would not limit the applicant to the 
specific uses listed in the application. The governing bodies have to assess the 
proposed zone change against all possible uses allowed by the Commercial zone. The 
Commercial zone allows retail, service-oriented businesses, eating and drinking 
establishments, professional offices, and residential uses through either special use 
permits or permitted outright. The zone also allows certain light industrial uses, 
pursuant to the uses listed in Appendix B of current Bonners Ferry City Code and to 
any future amendments to the zoning code. 
 
Bonners Ferry has updated its zoning code and official zoning map, as of May 20, 
2025. Applications are subject to the laws in effect at the time of application 
submission. If this zone change is approved, coordination with the adoption of the 
pending citywide zoning map would be undertaken to reflect this zone change. The 
zone change does not automatically approve any future, specific uses. Future 
development of the site would be subject to the zoning laws in effect at the time of 
proposed development, and could trigger an administrative site plan review, a special 
use permit, building permit, stormwater provisions, or other development 
requirements of the adopted zoning and building codes, based on the type of 
proposed use. 
  

 
Aerial view of vicinity 
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Staff Report, File # ZC04-25 

City Council Consideration, June 3, 2025 
 

Site plan 
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Staff Report, File # ZC04-25 

City Council Consideration, June 3, 2025 
 

Section 11-2-1 of previous zoning regulations provided the purpose and restrictions 
of the various zoning districts. The adopted comprehensive plan map designation and 
zoning district details are provided below.  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Comprehensive Plan Future Land Use Map 
 
Masterplan Mixed Use Comp Plan Mapping Unit: The Masterplan 
Mixed-Use designation is intended to provide a revised vision of the 
former industrial mill site. A variety of housing types and low-impact 
neighborhood compatible retail and/or dining uses may be considered 
through a planned unit development. Public amenities with a focal point 
on the river are encouraged. Transportation to and within the subsequent 
development should be carefully considered. Pedestrian and bicycle 
connections are strongly encouraged, including access to downtown. 
 
Zoning, Commercial: Purpose of Commercial Zone: To accommodate 
the location of new businesses in the municipal limits. To also establish 
areas in the municipal limits for future business growth. 
 

Current and pending commercial development, based on the table of uses, include 
the following permitted and special uses: a variety of housing units, such as single-
family dwellings, multi-family dwellings, cottage housing, and townhomes; public and 
private schools, retail shops and stores, restaurants, childcare, campgrounds, health 
club, gas stations, professional offices, repair shops, bakery, vehicle sales, 
government offices and services, and mini-storages. 
 
IV. AGENCY COMMENTS 
 
Planning staff sent requests for comment to city, local, and state agencies affected 
by the applications on April 16, 2025, and received the following: 

• City of Bonners Ferry: Email dated April 16, 2025: City Engineer/Administrator 
Mike Klaus advised that he reviewed the submitted materials and has no 
comment. 

• Panhandle Health District: Email dated April 17, 2025: Environmental Health 
Specialist Jeremiah Johnson advised that the health district has no comment 
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Staff Report, File # ZC04-25 

City Council Consideration, June 3, 2025 
 

on the proposed zone change. However, the application indicates sanitary 
services are existing municipal systems and as such are outside PHD 
jurisdictional authority. If a plat is involved, PHD would be required to review 
for sanitary restrictions. 

• Department of Environmental Quality: Email dated April 24, 2025: DEQ has 
no environmental impact comments for the project listed at this stage of 
development. 

• No comments were received from the following agencies that were routed for 
comment: City of Bonners Ferry street department; City of Bonners Ferry fire 
department; City of Bonners Ferry utilities; Burlington Northern Santa Fe 
railroad; Idaho Transportation Department; City of Bonners Ferry police 
department. 

V. PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 

Written and verbal comments in support of the zone change were provided to the 
Planning and Zoning Commission for the May 15th public hearing. The public 
comments are attached to this report. Letters and comments address the support of 
the proposed North Idaho Classical Academy on this site and the applicant’s reasons 
for requesting the zone change to allow more flexibility for use of the site. 
 
VI. ANALYSIS 
 
Adoption or amendment of the official zoning map requires the governing bodies to 
confirm the map amendment is not in conflict with the adopted policies set forth in 
the comprehensive plan. The Planning and Zoning Commission considered the 
proposed rezone and developed a reasoned statement based on the adopted 
comprehensive plan goals and policies. Not all of the adopted goals and policies 
directly relate to this proposed zone change, such as working with Boundary County 
to preserve ag and timber lands in the Area of City Impact, or addressing safe 
corridors along U.S. Highway 95. The state code requires the governing bodies to 
consider zone changes and “to ensure that they are not in conflict with the policies 
of the adopted comprehensive plan.” If the request is found by the governing board 
to be in conflict with the adopted plan, or would result in demonstrable adverse 
impacts upon the delivery of services by any political subdivision providing public 
services, the request could be denied or the Council may submit a request to the 
Planning and Zoning Commission to consider an amendment to the comprehensive 
plan. The comprehensive plan envisioned the transformation of the former mill site 
to a mixed-use development. The former mill site area is mapped as Masterplan 
Mixed Use on the future land use map. This map designation specifically provides for 
the following: 

Masterplan Mixed Use 
• The masterplan mixed use area is intended to provide a revised vision for the former industrial 

mill site. 
• A variety of housing types and low impact neighborhood compatible retail and/or dining use 

may be considered through a planned development which may be phased over time. 
• Public recreational amenities and access, particularly along the Kootenai River shall be a focal 

point for consideration for redevelopment.  New development in this area is strongly 
encouraged to provide for or enhance connections to or along the river. 
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Staff Report, File # ZC04-25 

City Council Consideration, June 3, 2025 
 

• Transportation access to and within subsequent development should be carefully considered 
and accommodating to a variety of travel modes.  Careful consideration should be given the 
wider transportation system within the city.  Pedestrian and bicycle connections both within any 
proposed development and to other areas of significance should be strongly encouraged or 
required.  In support of a vibrant downtown, comfortable and safe pedestrian / bicycle access to 
the downtown should also be integrated into any proposed redevelopment plans. 
 
The plan further notes: Existing Implementing Zone: None. However, the existing Planned 
Unit Development ordinance may potentially be utilized to implement, absent a designated zone 
prior to any development proposed. 

The plan notes that no “implementing” zoning district existed at the time of the 
comprehensive plan land use map adoption to correspond to this mapping unit. The 
zoning code in effect at the time of this application did not detail which comprehensive 
plan land use designations are appropriate for the Commercial zone. The future 
zoning code suggests appropriate comp plan map designations for all zoning districts, 
but a future code cannot be used to judge a current application. The description of 
the MasterPlan Mixed Use mapping unit can be used to assess the appropriateness 
of the proposed Commercial zone for this property. 
 
 
DELIBERATION/DECISION BY CITY COUNCIL 
Section 11-6-5: COUNCIL ACTION, Bonners Ferry City Code, allows the Council to 
accept the recommendation of the Planning and Zoning Commission as their own, 
without conducting a public hearing before making a decision. The item has been 
placed on the Council agenda for consideration of approval, based on the Planning 
and Zoning Commission recommendation. No public testimony will be taken. If 
Council differs with the P&Z decision or determines a public hearing should be 
conducted, the Council may call for the public hearing to be set by staff, allowing 
sufficient time for proper notice and legal publication. Amendments to zoning maps 
require the adoption of an ordinance, pursuant to the Idaho Local Land Use Planning 
Act, §67-6511. The draft ordinance and ordinance summary are attached to this 
report. 
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Staff Report, File # ZC04-25 

City Council Consideration, June 3, 2025 
 

MOTIONS BY THE GOVERNING BODY, IF TO APPROVE: (Council) 
 

1. First Reading Of Ordinance Approving Zoning Map Amendment, By 
Title Only: Does Council wish to read the ordinance on 3 different days, 2 by 
title and 1 in full OR dispense with rules, per IC §50-902? If Council wishes to 
dispense with the rules, see motion below to dispense with the reading rules. 
 

2. Consider Waiver Of Reading Of Rules: 

MOTION: I move to dispense with the rules for reading the ordinance on three 
different days and call for one reading of the proposed ordinance by title alone, 
pursuant to Idaho Code §50-902. 
(ROLL CALL VOTE. CLERK/STAFF READS ORDINANCE BY SHORT TITLE) 
 

3. Consider Motion to Approve Map Amendment: 

MOTION: I move to approve a zone change from Industrial to Commercial for 8.12 
acres of land that is the subject of File #ZC04-25, Kootenai River Lumber Company, 
as recommended by the Bonners Ferry Planning and Zoning Commission, finding that 
it is not in conflict with the adopted City of Bonners Ferry comprehensive plan, and 
further move to adopt the reasoned statement and findings as recommended by the 
Planning and Zoning Commission. 
ROLL CALL VOTE   
 

4. Consider Adoption of Ordinance and Ordinance Summary For Map 
Amendment 

MOTION: I move to approve Ordinance # ______ and the summary of Ordinance 
#______, as presented, and authorize the publication of this summary in accord with 
Idaho Code §50-901A. 
(ROLL CALL VOTE) 
 

5. OPTIONAL MOTION TO CALL FOR A CITY COUNCIL PUBLIC HEARING: 

Motion:  I move to direct staff to set a public hearing to consider this file #ZC04-
25, allowing time for proper notice and legal publication. 
 
 
PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION RECOMMENDATION: 
 
On May 15, 2025, the Planning and Zoning Commission unanimously recommended 
to City Council approval of File #ZC04-25 to rezone the subject 8.12 acres from 
Industrial to Commercial, finding that it is in accord with the general and specifics 
goals and policies of the City of Bonners Ferry comprehensive plan, based on the 
following reasoned statement that the request is not in conflict with the adopted 
comprehensive plan. 
 
PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION ADOPTED REASONED STATEMENT: 

STANDARDS OF REVIEW FOR REASONED STATEMENT 
Idaho Code §67-6535 (2): The approval or denial of any application required or authorized 
pursuant to this chapter shall be in writing and accompanied by a reasoned statement that 
explains the criteria and standards considered relevant, states the relevant contested facts 
relied upon, and explains the rationale for the decision based on the applicable provisions of 
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Staff Report, File # ZC04-25 

City Council Consideration, June 3, 2025 
 

the comprehensive plan, relevant ordinance and statutory provisions, pertinent constitutional 
principles and factual information contained in the record. 
IC §67-6511 The governing board shall analyze proposed changes to zoning ordinances (zoning 

map) to ensure that they are not in conflict with the policies of the adopted 
comprehensive plan. The Planning and Zoning Commission determined that: 

• Policy 2A: “The proposed rezone allows for in-fill and the ability to develop 
an under-utilized property that has been vacant for 20 years.” 

• Policy 4B: “The rezone does encourage new growth and city services are 
available to this site.” 

• Policy 5A: “The application is clear in the intentions to work with funding 
partners and agencies, and future uses will support scenic and recreational 
uses. The proposal coincides with the overall ability of development of the 
area. Community use of facilities is contemplated.”  

• Policy 5B: “Incentive bonuses can be used for future commercial uses in 
conjunction with adjoining property.” 

• Policy 5C: “No impact on the river or aquatic habitats seems to be likely. 
Economic development will benefit the city as a whole.” 

• Policy 6A: “The zone change will connect the fairgrounds to the possible 
development of the rest of the properties through a transition buffer.” 

• Policy 7C: “Transportation needs to be taken into consideration to ensure 
safe travelways.” 

• Policy 9A-D: “Development past the fairgrounds would promote 
connectivity. The development connections would promote downtown uses 
and incentivize private investments in the downtown area. Future 
developers plan to be collaborative with existing businesses and uses. The 
area has been a significant historic feature but will change into a new 
development area. Housing is permitted in the commercial zone. Industrial 
to Commercial designation is a less impactful use in residential areas. The 
zone encourages greater opportunities for employment and educational 
options. A workforce will be needed for any uses proposed, which benefits 
the community with employment opportunities.” 

• Policy  10 B: “The zone change from Industrial to Commercial supports a 
quality of life, as evidenced by the support for the proposed school and 
enrollment numbers.” 

• Policy 13A: “The zone does encourage greater opportunities for 
development.” 

• Policy: 13F: “The Boundary County Economic Development Council has 
identified the need for workforce housing. A workforce will be needed for 
any uses proposed, which benefits the community with employment 
opportunities.” 

• Section 1.8: “Due process has been followed in the consideration of the 
zone change. No land is being requested for dedication by the city. There 
are no requested public easements or road dedications. Multiple uses are 
afforded to the landowner with the Commercial zone.” 
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Staff Report, File # ZC04-25 

City Council Consideration, June 3, 2025 
 

PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION ADOPTED FINDINGS:  
 

1. The site is ±8.12, zoned Industrial at the time of application. 
2. The City of Bonners Ferry provided legal notice, as required by Idaho’s Local 

Land Use Planning Act and Title 11 of Bonners Ferry City Code, as follows: 
a. Notice to landowners within 300 feet of the external boundaries of the 

parcel on: April 22, 2025.  
b. Legal notice published in the Bonners Ferry Herald on April 24, 2025. 
c. Site posted on April 24, 2025. 
d. Notice to news media, taxing districts, school district, and airport 

manager sent on April 22, 2025. 
e. Notice of hearing and application was posted to Bonners Ferry website 

on: April 22, 2025 
3. The Bonners Ferry’s adopted Comprehensive Plan Future Land Use Map 

designates this site as Masterplan Mixed Use. 
4. The adopted Comp Plan designation of Masterplan Mixed Use is intended to 

provide a revised vision for the former industrial mill site. The designation is 
to include a variety of housing types and low impact neighborhood 
compatible retail and/or dining uses that may be considered through a 
planned development, which may be phased over time. 

5. The site is located south of the Kootenai River and west of the Boundary 
County Fairgrounds. 

6. The site is adjoined by Industrial-zoned lands to the east, west, and south, 
and by the Kootenai River to the north. 

7. Surrounding uses include: public right-of-way and the Kootenai River to the 
north, Boundary County fairgrounds to the east; mill site lands to the west; 
railroad operations to the south. 

8. The Bonners Ferry Planning and Zoning Commission considered the 
application at a public hearing May 15, 2025. 



8.12 acres per 4/14/25 email







NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 
 
Notice is hereby provided that a public hearing pursuant to Idaho Code §67-6511 and Bonners 
Ferry City Code has been set for the City of Bonners Ferry Planning and Zoning Commission for 
MAY 15, 2025, AT 5:15 PM at Bonners Ferry City Hall, 7232 Main Street, to consider a 
recommendation to the City Council for the following:  
 
File #ZC04-25 Kootenai River Lumber Co. is requesting approval to rezone about 8.12 acres of 
property located on Riverside Street from Industrial to Commercial. The property is known as a 
portion of parcel #RPB00000274811A and is located in Section 27, Township 62 North, Range 1 
East, Boise Meridian. The property is a portion of the former Louisiana-Pacific Lumber Co. mill 
site, located west of the Boundary County Fairgrounds and south of the Kootenai River in Bonners 
Ferry. The Commercial zone would allow a mixture of commercial, residential, service, and public 
uses. The Planning and Zoning Commission will make a recommendation to Bonners Ferry City 
Council, who will make the final decision on the zone change request. 
 
The public is welcome and encouraged to attend the hearing or provide written response. Any 
written comment greater than one (1) page must be submitted at least six (6) days prior to the 
meeting.  Written material not exceeding one (1) page may be read into the record the day of the 
hearing.  Public wishing to speak at the public hearing may do so in compliance with Resolution 
2014-06-01, a copy of which is located at City Hall. The hearing will be available in listen-only 
mode via Zoom video conferencing by logging in at: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86862147479 or 
phone at +1 253 215 8782. Meeting ID: 868 6214 7479. 
 
The deadline for submitting written comments and/or material longer than 1 page is May 8, 2025 
by 5 p.m.  Written comment can be mailed to City of Bonners Ferry, Planning and Zoning, P.O. 
Box 149, Bonners Ferry, ID 83805 or emailed to cityhall@bonnersferry.id.gov.     
 
Complete files are available for view at City Hall during regular business hours.  Anyone requiring 
special accommodations due to disability should contact the City Clerk at (208) 267-3105 at least 
two days prior to the meeting. 
 

SEE ATTACHED AERIAL OF THE VICINITY 
 

 
City of Bonners Ferry Planning and Zoning Dept.  
 
MAIL: By April 25, 2025 to landowners within 300’ of site, agencies, taxing districts, school district, 

airport manager, and the media 
 
  

mailto:cityhall@bonnersferry.id.gov


AERIAL OF VICINITY 
 

 



From: Julia Fairchild
To: Clare Marley
Subject: Fw: Support for Zone Change: Kootenai River Lumber Co. File #ZC04-25
Date: Friday, May 9, 2025 10:54:57 AM

From: Sara Schrock 
Sent: Friday, May 9, 2025 10:30 AM
To: cityhall <cityhall@bonnersferry.id.gov>
Subject: Support for Zone Change: Kootenai River Lumber Co. File #ZC04-25
 

To: Bonners Ferry Planning and Zoning Committee
From: Sara Schrock 
Date: 05/9/2025
Subject: Support for Zone Change:  Kootenai River Lumber Co. File #ZC04-25

Dear Members Of The Planning And Zoning Commission, 
I am writing to express my support for the proposed zoning change to allow for the
establishment of a school—specifically the Classical Academy—in the downtown area near
the fairgrounds.
A school in this location would contribute significantly to the sense of community in our
downtown. The presence of an educational institution would bring increased daily traffic to
the area, which in turn would benefit local businesses and encourage greater use of the
fairgrounds for events and activities. Families visiting the school would naturally explore
nearby shops, restaurants, and public spaces, creating a more vibrant and engaged downtown
experience.
This area is already a welcoming hub for families, and placing a school there would only
enhance its appeal. Utilizing the currently unused space for a purpose that serves children,
families, and the broader community is not only practical but visionary. The Classical
Academy, with its emphasis on strong academics and character development, would be an
ideal fit to help round out the downtown district.
I believe this zoning change is a smart, community-driven step forward, and I respectfully
urge you to give it full consideration.
Sincerely,
Sara Schrock 

[EXTERNAL] This message originated outside of City of Bonners Ferry. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender, are expecting something from them, and know the content is safe. Please report
malicious emails to the Exbabylon Managed Service Team.



From: Julia Fairchild
To: Clare Marley
Subject: Fw: Rezoning IFG property to commercial
Date: Tuesday, May 13, 2025 8:30:16 AM

I just received this one too 

From: Jason and Lena Cordle 
Sent: Monday, May 12, 2025 9:24 PM
To: cityhall <cityhall@bonnersferry.id.gov>
Subject: Rezoning IFG property to commercial
 

Dear Members of the Planning and Zoning Commission,

We are writing to express our full support for the proposed zone change
from Industrial to Commercial for the Old Mill site, which would allow
North Idaho Classical Academy to move forward with plans to establish a
new, high-quality educational facility.

This zoning change aligns with the City’s Comprehensive Plan, particularly
its designation of the area as Master Planned Mixed-Use. The site is well-
positioned for commercial development, and the introduction of a public
charter school is an excellent use of the space—bringing vitality,
opportunity, and long-term value to our community.

North Idaho Classical Academy will provide a tuition-free, public charter
option grounded in academic excellence and character education. As
parents and residents of this area, we believe this school would be a
tremendous asset, giving families greater access to high-quality education
and helping to attract and retain families in our region.

Delaying this zone change could significantly impact the school’s ability to
meet its enrollment and construction timelines. We urge you to approve this
change and support a project that serves the public good and makes
productive use of an otherwise underutilized site.



Thank you for your time and thoughtful consideration.

Sincerely,

Jason and Lena Cordle

[EXTERNAL] This message originated outside of City of Bonners Ferry. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender, are expecting something from them, and know the content is safe. Please report
malicious emails to the Exbabylon Managed Service Team.



From: Julia Fairchild
To: Clare Marley; Samuel Stringer
Subject: Fw: Support for Zone Change
Date: Monday, May 12, 2025 3:50:05 PM

Clare. This is the second comment for this. I will put this comment and the other
comment into packets and the file 

From: Jessica Bork 
Sent: Monday, May 12, 2025 3:44 PM
To: cityhall <cityhall@bonnersferry.id.gov>; Jacob Francom <jfrancom@nicak12.org>
Subject: Support for Zone Change
 

To: Bonners Ferry Planning and Zoning Committee
From: Jessica Thompson Faculty at NICA
Date: 5/12/25
Subject: Support for Zone Change:  Kootenai River Lumber Co. File #ZC04-25

Dear members of the planning and zoning committee,

I hope this message finds you well. I wanted to take a moment to highlight the value
and opportunity presented by the purchase and repurpose of the old mill site by North
Idaho Classical Academy into a state-of-the-art school facility.  

The zone change and proposed use are compatible and consistent with the City’s
Comprehensive Plan’s Designation of Master Planned Mixed-Use.  This location is
well-suited for commercial uses, including a school and offers numerous benefits that
align with both economic and developmental goals.  Both which will serve and
enhance the public by expanding access to high-quality education and increasing the
economic vitality of the area.  

Delaying this project until new city zoning is approved would significantly hinder the
school’s ability to move forward, potentially impacting enrollment plans and
construction timelines. Supporting the zone change will play a key role in ensuring
timely development and fostering and maximizing future-ready opportunities for our
community.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Jessica Thompson 







[EXTERNAL] This message originated outside of City of Bonners Ferry. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender, are expecting something from them, and know the content is safe. Please report
malicious emails to the Exbabylon Managed Service Team.
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ZC04-25 Kootenai River Lumber

This map is provided for informational purposes only.  This map does not represent a professional survey and is intended
only as a geographic representation.  Every effort has been made to ensure accuracy and completeness.  The County
will in no way be held responsible for any errors, omissions, or interpretation.

"
0 520 1040260 Feet

File Name: Addressing
Date Printed: 4/15/2025 by ddreger



Narrative for Mapping Amendment 

 A narrative explaining the reason for the mapping amendment and how it is in accord with 
the adopted comprehensive plan of the City of Bonners Ferry. 

The proposed mapping amendment is intended to facilitate the development of a new 
school that will serve as a cornerstone for the community and align with the City of Bonners 
Ferry’s adopted Comprehensive Plan. This amendment specifically involves rezoning 8.12 of 
the existing 22.62 acre parcel from an industrial designation to a commercial zoning 
designation.  The proposed 8.12 acre parcel includes a large steel structure, formerly the 
planer building servicing the sawmill, which will be reconstructed and refurbished to serve 
as the new school.  This will not only be a direct benefit to the community, but it will also put 
the 20+ year vacant building to good use while increasing the assessed value of the new 
parcel.  Kootenai River Lumber Company intends to sell 5 acres of the rezoned parcel to 
facilitate the new school (or other venture if the proposed transaction fails) and retain the 
remaining 3 acres, which will be burdened by an access road easement from Riverside to the 
5 acre lot. 

The amendment supports the city’s goals for sustainable growth, community development, 
and enhanced public services by providing a critical educational facility in a strategic 
location. The school will integrate seamlessly with adjacent land uses, including the park 
and fairgrounds, promoting a cohesive and well-planned community layout. Its placement 
aligns with the principles outlined in Chapter 3.1 of the Bonners Ferry Comprehensive Plan, 
emphasizing the Mixed-Use plan's goal of creating spaces that balance development with 
accessibility, utility, and the preservation of the city’s natural and cultural resources. 

Furthermore, the project addresses key objectives of the Comprehensive Plan by promoting 
accessibility, fostering community engagement, and ensuring the efficient use of existing 
infrastructure. All necessary city services, including water, sewer, and power, are already in 
place, minimizing the need for additional extensions or modifications. 

This mapping amendment reflects the city's commitment to providing high-quality 
educational opportunities while adhering to principles of thoughtful urban planning and 
sustainable growth. By aligning with Bonners Ferry’s Mixed-Use plan, the project ensures 
long-term benefits for the community and contributes to the city’s vision of a well-planned 
and vibrant future. 
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CITY OF BONNERS FERRY, IDAHO 

 
AMENDMENT TO OFFICIAL ZONING MAP 

FILE #ZC04-25, KOOTENAI RIVER LUMBER COMPANY 
 

ORDINANCE NO. ________ 
 
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF BONNERS FERRY, A MUNICIPAL CORPORATION OF THE STATE OF 
IDAHO, AMENDING THE OFFICIAL ZONING MAP OF BONNERS FERRY FROM INDUSTRIAL TO 
COMMERCIAL FOR CERTAIN LANDS LOCATED WITHIN SECTION 27, TOWNSHIP 62 NORTH, RANGE 
1 EAST, B.M. WITHIN THE INCORPORATED CITY LIMITS OF BONNERS FERRY, IDAHO; PROVIDING 
SEVERABILITY AND PROVIDING THIS ORDINANCE SHALL BE IN FULL FORCE AND EFFECT AFTER 
ITS PASSAGE, APPROVAL, AND PUBLICATION ACCORDING TO LAW. 

Whereas, Idaho Code §67-6511 provides the authority and procedures for cities to amend zoning 
maps and ordinances; and 
 
Whereas, Bonners Ferry City Code, Title 11, Chapter 6, provides a process for consideration of 
zoning map amendments; and  
 
Whereas, Landowner Kootenai River Lumber Company filed an application with the City to rezone 
properties located on Riverside Street, described in Exhibit A and illustrated in Exhibit B, from 
Industrial to Commercial; and 
 
Whereas, the Bonners Ferry Planning and Zoning Commission held a duly noticed public hearing on 
May 15, 2025, in accord with the procedures of the Local Land Use Planning Act, Title 67, Chapter 65, 
Idaho Code, and local code and recommended to the City Council approval of the amendment to the 
Official Zoning Map; and 
 
Whereas, the City Council considered the Commission recommendation at its regular public meeting 
on June 3, 2025, and approved the rezoning of the property to Commercial, as recommended by the 
Planning and Zoning Commission and based upon their reasoned statement. 
 
Now therefore,  
Be it ordained by the Mayor and City Council of the City of Bonners Ferry, Boundary County, Idaho as 
follows:       
 
Section 1. Adoption of Ordinance Rezoning Lands 
The City of Bonners Ferry hereby amends the Official  Zoning Map of the City of Bonners Ferry, Idaho, 
to rezone from Industrial to Commercial properties described in Exhibit A and depicted in Exhibit B. 
Said exhibits are attached and hereby made a record of this ordinance. 
 
Section 2: Severability.  
The sections of this ordinance are severable. The invalidity of a section shall not affect the validity of 
the remaining sections. 
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Section 3. Effective date.  
This ordinance and the zoning map shall be effective upon passage and publication in the manner 
provided by law. 

This ordinance approved and duly enacted as an ordinance of the City of Bonners Ferry, Idaho on this 
3rd DAY OF JUNE, 2025.  

ROLL CALL: 

Council President Arthur  _____ 

Council Member Poston  _____ 

Council Member Thompson  _____ 

Council Member Smith   _____ 

CITY OF BONNERS FERRY, IDAHO 

      BY:         
               Mayor Rick Alonzo 
Attest:  

       
Deborah Garcia, Clerk, City of Bonners Ferry, Idaho 
 

APPROVAL OF ORDINANCE SUMMARY 

Publication of this ordinance by summary in the official newspaper is hereby approved by the 
Bonners Ferry City Council on this ______ day of _______________, 2025, upon the following vote: 

ROLL CALL: 

Council President Arthur  _____ 

Council Member Poston  _____ 

Council Member Thompson  _____ 

Council Member Smith   _____ 

CITY OF BONNERS FERRY, IDAHO 

      BY:         
               Mayor Rick Alonzo 
Attest: 
  
       
Deborah Garcia, Clerk, City of Bonners Ferry, Idaho 
 



SUMMARY FOR PUBLICATION 
CITY OF BONNERS FERRY ORDINANCE NO. _____ 

REGARDING AMENDMENT TO THE OFFICIAL ZONING MAP 
FILE #ZC04-25, KOOTENAI RIVER LUMBER COMPANY,  

 
Pursuant to Idaho Code Section 50-901A, the City of Bonners Ferry, Idaho hereby gives notice of the 
adoption of City of Bonners Ferry Ordinance No._____ adopted on June 3, 2025. The full title of the 
ordinance is: 

An ordinance of the City Of Bonners Ferry, a municipal corporation of the State Of Idaho, amending the 
official zoning map of Bonners Ferry from Industrial to Commercial for certain lands located within 
Section 27, Township 62 North, Range 1 East, B.M. within the incorporated city limits of Bonners Ferry, 
Idaho; providing severability and providing this ordinance shall be in full force and effect after its 
passage, approval, and publication according to law. 

The legal description of the subject 8.12 acres of property located on Riverside Street is: 
COMMENCING at the South 1/4 Corner of Section 27, Township 62 North, Range 1 East, Boise 
Meridian, Boundary County, Idaho; thence N0°17’56”E along the North/South Center Section line of 
said Section 27, 2042.31 feet to a point on the northerly right-of-way of the Union Pacific Railroad, from 
which the North 1/4 Corner of said Section 27 bears N0°17’56”E 3,207.13 feet; thence S58°22’48”W 
along said right-of-way, 68.95 feet to the POINT OF BEGINNING; thence continuing S58°22’48”W along 
said right-of-way, 340.77 feet; thence leaving said right-of-way N25°16’08”W, 604.75 feet; thence 
N18°26’01”E, 78.16 feet; thence N25°16’08”W, 371.75 feet to the southerly right-of-way of Riverside 
Street; thence along said right-of-way the following three (3) courses: N66°43’00”E, 323.89 feet; 54.23 
feet along the arc of a 958.42 foot radius curve to the right, having a central angle of 3°14’31”, and a 
chord which bears N68°20’16”E, 54.22 feet; N69°57’31”E, 40.79 feet; thence leaving said right-of-way 
S14°32’57”E, 119.80 feet; thence S6°07’51”E, 172.78 feet; thence S2°13’46”E, 124.96 feet; thence 
S23°49’21”E, 142.57 feet; thence S24°58’01”E, 438.51 feet to the POINT OF BEGINNING; Containing 
8.12 acres, more or less. 

The ordinance amends the Official Zoning Map to rezone the subject lands owned by Kootenai River 
Lumber Company from Industrial to Commercial.  

The full text of Ordinance No.____ is available at Bonners Ferry City Hall, 7232 Main Street, Bonners 
Ferry, Idaho 83805, during regular business hours.  

City of Bonners Ferry, Idaho     ATTEST: 
 
 
             
Rick Alonzo, Mayor     Deborah Garcia, Bonners Ferry City Clerk 
 
City Attorney Statement Pursuant to Idaho Code Section 50-901A(3) 

 I, Andrakay Pluid, duly appointed City Attorney for the City of Bonners Ferry, Idaho, certify that 
the above summary is true and complete and provides adequate notice to the public. 

 
 
       Dated:      



 
CITY OF BONNERS FERRY 
7232 Main Street 
P.O. Box 149 
Bonners Ferry, Idaho 83805 
Phone: 208-267-3105 ◦ Fax: 208-267-4375 
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Staff Report, File # SUP015-25 

City Council Consideration, June 3, 2025 
 

BONNERS FERRY CITY COUNCIL 
STAFF REPORT FOR 

SPECIAL USE PERMIT APPLICATION – PLAY SMARTER KIDS 
 FILE #SUP015-25 
 
Prepared by:   Sam Stringer 

City Contract Planner, Ruen-Yeager & Assoc., Inc. 
  
Project Description:   Play Smarter Kids is requesting a special use permit 

for a childcare group daycare center operating from 7 
AM to 5:30 PM during the weekday and 9 AM to Noon 
on Saturdays. The application states there will be a 
maximum of 12 children at one time. The property is 
known as Lots 7 & 8; Lot 9 less 3 feet of Block 45 in 
the Eaton Subdivision in Section 26, Township 62 
North, Range 1 East, Boise Meridian. 

 
Location: 6913 Oak Street, intersection of Montana and Oak. 
 
Legal Description: Lots 7 & 8; Lot 9 less 3 feet of Block 45 in the Eaton 

Subdivision in Section 26, Township 62 North, Range 1 
East, Boise Meridian. City of Bonners Ferry. 

 
Parcel Size: ± 0.47 acres 
 
Applicant: James Miller 
 
Applicant Representative: Aurora Clark & Ben Sumpter 
 
Application Filed: March 7, 2025 
 
Notice Provided:   Mailed notice:  April 25, 2025   

Site posting:   April 29, 2025 
Newspaper publication: April 24, 2025 

 
Hearing Date:   Planning and Zoning:  May 15, 2025 
 
City Council Meeting:  June 3, 2025 
     
City Council Packet:  Application, public comment, legal notice 
 
P&Z Recommendation: Approval, unanimous vote, May 15, 2025 
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I. APPLICABLE STATE AND CITY CODES/PROCEDURES 

Idaho Code, §67-6512, SPECIAL USE PERMITS, CONDITIONS, AND PROCEDURES. 
Provides authority for special use permits. Allows permit to be granted if proposed use 
is conditionally permitted by the terms of local ordinance. Permits is subject to 
conditions pursuant to specific provisions of the ordinance, subject to the ability of 
political subdivisions, including school districts, to provide services for the proposed use, 
and when it is not in conflict with the plan. Decision must be written and denial of a 
special use permit or approval of a special use permit with conditions unacceptable to 
the landowner may be subject to the regulatory taking analysis provided for by section 
67-8003, Idaho Code, consistent with requirements established thereby. Standard 15-
day legal notice required. Conditions may be imposed to: 
(1)  Minimize adverse impact on other development; 
(2)  Control sequence and timing of development; 
(3)  Control duration of development; 
(4)  Assure development is maintained properly; 
(5)  Designate exact location and nature of development; 
(6)  Require provision for on-site or off-site public facilities or services; 
(7)  Require more restrictive standards than those generally required in an ordinance; 
(8)  Require mitigation of effects of the proposed development upon service delivery by 
any political subdivision, including school districts, providing services within the 
planning jurisdiction. 
A special use permit shall not be considered as establishing a binding precedent to grant 
other special use permits. A special use permit is not transferable from one (1) parcel 
of land to another. 
Certain exceptions and waivers of standards are permitted through the special use 
permit process. 
 
Bonners Ferry City Code:  
§11-1-3: Definitions, Appendix A,  
§11-5, et seq: Special Use Permits 
§11-13 et seq: Off Street Parking   
§11-14 et seq: Signs    
Appendix B: Table of Uses 
 
Title 11, Chapter 5, Bonners Ferry City Code, allows for any person or party to 
file an application for special use permit and sets forth the required procedures and 
standards. Special uses are established for the purpose of allowing other uses in zones, 
which are not a generally permitted use in that zone. These uses are the type that 
because of unusual characteristics or particular considerations require special 
consideration as to the specific conditions under which such uses may be permitted. 
Standards of review are summarized below. 

II. PROPERTY INFORMATION: 
 

1. Site acreage: ±0.47 
2. Access: The site has access from both Birch Street (Apple Alley) and Oak 

Street  
3. Services: Existing city water, sewer, and electric.  
4. Surrounding uses and zones: 
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Compass Comp Plan 
Designation 

Current 
Zoning 

Uses/Densities 

Site Residential Low 
Density 

Residential A Single-family dwellings 

North Residential Low 
Density 

Residential A Single-family dwellings 

South Residential Low 
Density 

Residential A Single-family dwellings 

East Residential Low 
Density 

Residential A Single-family dwellings 

West Residential Low 
Density  

Residential A Single-family dwellings 

 
III. PROJECT OVERVIEW/SUMMARY 

  
Aerial of vicinity 

 
The applicant is requesting a special use permit for a childcare center operating from 7 
AM to 5:30 PM during the weekday and 9 AM to Noon on Saturdays. The application 
states there will be a maximum of 12 children at one time. The property is known as 
Lots 7 & 8; Lot 9 less 3 feet of Block 45 in the Eaton Subdivision in Section 26, Township 
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62 North, Range 1 East, Boise Meridian. The property is zoned Residential A and 
addressed at 6913 Oak St. 
 
Appendix B, Table of Uses, Bonners Ferry City Code (BFCC), permits Childcare – group 
daycare in the residential A zone by special use permit approval.  This site is in the 
residential A zoning district. There are no separate standards in the city zoning code 
that are unique to childcare – group daycare. The use is required to meet the minimum 
setback, sign, and parking standards. Parking standards for childcare facilities require 
a minimum of one parking stall per 6 children plus 1 for each employee (Section 11-13-
5). Following the parking standards, a total of 4 parking stalls are required. The 
application states there will be a total 6 parking areas, 3 parking spots in the front of 
the home from the Oak Street access and 3 spots behind the home from the Birch Street 
access. Based on staff’s analysis a stormwater and erosion control plan will not be 
required because there is no new grading and development. The location currently has 
approval for an In-home daycare for up to 6 children through administrative review file 
AR06-24.  
 
IV. AGENCY COMMENTS 

• City Engineer: No comment.  

• Idaho Transportation Department: No comment 

• Panhandle Health District: Play Smarter Kids has submitted the application 
and has been approved for a Child Care “Family” facility with 1-6 children. 
PHD file number: 15-08885. The facility has been working toward upgrading 
to a Group facility for a maximum allowable care of 12 children. This upgrade 
has not yet been approved. (See condition #8 for requirements to obtain 
approval prior to occupancy.) 

 
V. PUBLIC COMMENTS 

 
No written public comment was received. Staff fielded a phone call that expressed 
support for the daycare.  
 
During the May 15, 2025, P&Z public hearing, three written letters were presented that 
noted: concerns about additional noise; the daycare is good for the neighborhood; and 
concerns about road conditions and traffic controls. The comments are attached to this 
report. 

 
VI. STANDARDS REVIEW & ANALYSIS: 

City code requires a special use permit for childcare – group daycare in the Residential 
A zoning district, per Table B.  
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Table B excerpt  

 
In order to approve a special use application, Bonners Ferry City Code requires evidence 
supporting the standards listed in the following table. The governing body shall review 
the particular facts and circumstances of each proposal and find adequate evidence 
showing the request meets the following standards: 
 
Standards Review Table §11-5-5 Evidence for Reasoned Decision 

A. Does the proposed use constitute an 
allowable special use established by 
Bonners Ferry Zoning Code?  

Childcare facilities require a special use permit, 
per Appendix B, Table of Uses, in the Residential 
A District 

B. Will the proposed use harmonious with 
objectives of the comprehensive plan 
and zoning ordinance?  
 

No new development is proposed. No signage is 
proposed for placement on the building. Proposed 
parking would meet city requirements. The 
comprehensive plan land use category 
“Residential Low Density” supports schools, parks, 
churches, and home occupations and are 
categorized as “typical of these areas.” The 
application states it is in general compliance with 
the Comprehensive Plan because “High quality 
education from early childhood through post-
secondary is essential to access jobs. Post-
secondary education including universities, 
colleges, trade, and vocational schools are 
becoming increasingly important” 

C. Is proposed use harmonious and 
appropriate in appearance with the 
existing or intended character of the 
general vicinity and will not change the 
essential character of the area? 

The application states no new development is 
proposed at this time. The proposed group 
daycare would utilize an existing residential home 
retaining the character and appearance of the 
area.  

D. Will the use be hazardous or 
disturbing to existing neighborhood 
uses? 

The application states the pick-up and drop off will 
be staggered to minimize vehicle impacts on 
surrounding property owners along with outside 
play commencing after 10 AM and ceasing before 
5:30 PM.  

E. Will use be adequately served by 
essential public facilities and services? 

The application states there will be no additional 
water or plumbing in the addition and will be 
serviced by the existing utilities serving the 
property. 

F. Will use cause excessive public 
expenditures for services or be 
detrimental to economic welfare of 
community? 

No additional services extensions to the property 
are requested. 
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Standards Review Table §11-5-5 Evidence for Reasoned Decision 

G. Will the proposed use involve uses, 
activities, processes, materials, 
equipment and conditions of operation 
that will be detrimental to any persons, 
property or general welfare by excessive 
traffic, noise, smoke, fumes, glare or 
odors, or other factors determined to be 
nuisances? 

The application states the pick-up and drop off will 
be staggered to minimize vehicle impacts on 
surrounding property owners, as well as 
implement a pick-up and drop-off area that 
utilizes the curved driveway off of Oak Street.  
 

H. Are vehicle approaches designed to 
avoid interference with traffic on 
surrounding public thoroughfares? 

The application and site plan show no change or 
alterations to the existing the approaches from 
Oak Street or Birch Street.  
 

I. Will proposed use result in destruction, 
loss or damage of natural, scenic, or 
historic features of major importance? 

The site is not located within a scenic byway. The 
site is located within a developed area of Bonners 
Ferry in the Eaton subdivision. 

 
VII. Planning & Zoning Commission Recommendation: 

The Commission considered the application and staff report at a duly noticed public 
hearing. The P&Z voted unanimously to recommend approval of the Play Smarter Kids 
application on May 15, 2025. The City Council has the authority to accept the 
recommendation of the Planning & Zoning Commission without conducting its own 
public hearing. Should the Council differ with the decision made by the Planning and 
Zoning Commission, the Council would have to call for a public hearing to consider the 
matter. (Bonners Ferry City Code, § 11-5-9, Council Action.) 
 
DELIBERATION/DECISION BY CITY COUNCIL: 
 
Motion to Approve: I move to approve this File #SUP015-25, for special use permit 
to allow a childcare group daycare at the subject property at 6913 Oak St., as 
recommended by the Bonners Ferry Planning and Zoning Commission, finding that it IS 
in accord with the standards of Bonners Ferry City Code for special use permits and the 
adopted comprehensive plan, and further move to adopt the reasoned statement,  
findings, and conditions as recommended by the Planning and Zoning Commission. 
 
Motion to set a City Council public hearing:  I move to schedule this permit 
request to a City Council public hearing, the date and time to be set based on public 
hearing noticing requirements.  
 
PLANNING & ZONING COMMISSION ADOPTED REASONED STATEMENT: 
 

STANDARDS OF REVIEW FOR REASONED STATEMENT 
Idaho Code §67-6535 (2): The approval or denial of any application required or authorized pursuant to this 
chapter shall be in writing and accompanied by a reasoned statement that explains the criteria and standards 
considered relevant, states the relevant contested facts relied upon, and explains the rationale for the decision 
based on the applicable provisions of the comprehensive plan, relevant ordinance and statutory provisions, 
pertinent constitutional principles and factual information contained in the record. 
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SECTIONS 11-5-5 & IC §67-6512, STANDARDS FOR SPECIAL USE PERMIT REVIEW: 
In order to approve a special use application, Bonners Ferry City Code requires evidence supporting the 
standards listed in the following table. The governing body shall review the particular facts and circumstances 
of each proposal and find adequate evidence showing the request meets the following standards: 
IC §67-6512 A special use permit/conditional use permit may be granted to an applicant if the proposed use 

is conditionally permitted by the terms of the ordinance, subject to conditions pursuant to 
specific provisions of the ordinance, subject to the ability of political subdivisions, to provide 
services for the proposed use and when it is not in conflict with the plan. 

BFCC 11-5-5 
A.  

Does the proposed use constitute an allowable special use established by Bonners Ferry Zoning 
Code? 

“Yes, the city code’s table of uses permits this use through the approval of a special use permit.” 
BFCC 11-5-5 
B.  

Will the proposed use harmonious with objectives of the comprehensive plan and zoning 
ordinance? 

“The site is in a residential neighborhood and the use is already occurring (administrative daycare  permit). The 
yard is fenced and will protect the children. There is no through traffic. The maximum number of 12 kids will be 
a minimal impact on the area, along with the non-intrusive operating hours.” 
BFCC 11-5-5 
C. 

Is proposed use harmonious and appropriate in appearance with the existing or intended 
character of the general vicinity and will not change the essential character of the area? 

“The use of the property will result in the property being well kept.” 
BFCC 11-5-5 
D. 

Will the use be hazardous or disturbing to existing neighborhood uses? 

“There is a stop sign at the intersection of Oak and Montana. The entrance and exit are safe. There will be 
minimal noise due to the number of children and the operating hours.” 
BFCC 11-5-5 
E. 

Will use be adequately served by essential public facilities and services? 

“No additional services will be necessary. The services are already established.” 
BFCC 11-5-5 
F. 

Will use cause excessive public expenditures for services or be detrimental to economic 
welfare of community? 

“No additional services or extensions of public services are needed.” 
BFCC 11-5-5 
G. 

Will the proposed use involve uses, activities, processes, materials, equipment and conditions 
of operation that will be detrimental to any persons, property or general welfare by excessive 
traffic, noise, smoke, fumes, glare or odors, or other factors determined to be nuisances? 

“No. Children will be only located within the structure and fenced yard, resulting in low impact on the area and 
providing a need. Staggered drop offs will minimize traffic. A circular drive provides ingress and egress.” 
BFCC 11-5-5 
H.  

Are vehicle approaches designed to avoid interference with traffic on surrounding public 
thoroughfares? 

“Yes. Vehicles will enter at the northern ‘U’ approach to drop children off and exit through the southern 
approach. The parking area for staff will be located at the entrance of Apple (behind structure). 
BFCC 11-5-5 
I.  

Will proposed use result in destruction, loss or damage of natural, scenic, or historic features 
of major importance? 

“The site is not within any of these areas.” 
 
Evidence of Record (findings), as adopted by P&Z Commission 

1. The applicants are requesting a special use permit to allow a childcare group 
daycare in the Residential A zone. 

2. The subject parcel has a comprehensive plan land use designation of Residential 
Low Density, which categorizes schools as typical for the zoning area. Section 2.4 
Education emphasizes the importance of education by stating “High-quality 
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education from early childhood through post-secondary is essential to access 
jobs.” 

3. A special use permit is required for childcare group daycare. 
4. The site is to be served by existing city utilities with no additional user rates 

required.  
5. No new sewer or water service is required.  
6. The site will be served by the existing approach from Oak and Birch street.  
7. The site has no mapped wetlands or special flood hazard areas. 
8. The application states the pickup and drop off times will be staggered to minimize 

vehicle impacts on surrounding property owners, as well as implementation of a 
pick-up and drop-off area that utilizes the curved driveway off of Oak Street.  

9. The site is not located within a scenic byway. 
10.The future childcare – group daycare is located within a developed residential 

subdivision. 
 
CONDITIONS OF APPROVAL as adopted by P&Z Commission: 
 

1. All applicable conditions of approval shall be met prior to issuance of the special 
use permit by the city. Any condition that runs with the land shall remain in affect 
while the use is in operation. Subsequent owners of the parcel shall be required 
to apply for a special use permit if they desire to continue the special use, 
pursuant to Bonners Ferry City Code §11-5-3 unless future land use laws remove 
the requirement. If the applicant proposes to expand the use or add on to the 
structure, approval of a new or modified special use permit is required. Failure to 
meet any condition of approval may be grounds for revocation of the permit by 
the city. 

2. The use shall be developed and operated in accordance with the approved 
application, site plan, and conditions as approved with this application. 

3. The special use permit shall expire if the use is not commenced within two (2) 
years of approval. 

4. Administrative Review Permit file#06-24 shall be deemed invalid upon approval 
of File #SUP015-25.  

5. The applicant shall comply with the standards of Chapter 13, Off Street Parking, 
of Bonners Ferry City Code (BFCC) Title 11 by maintaining a minimum of four (4) 
parking stalls. 

6. All signs shall comply with Chapter 14 of Title 11, BFCC. 
7. Any exterior lighting shall be shielded and downward directed. 
8. All applicable state, local, and federal permits shall be received and granted prior 

to occupancy of the childcare – group daycare.  



SUP015-25
CITY

March 10, 2025
CITY

CITY OF BONNERS FERRY LK:@.i{§:c~-'~ LQJ 
7232 Main Street ivi;:\.t7 .I O 20ZS 

P.O. Box 149 
Bonners Ferry, Idaho 8 ~ ·OF EO!NE.1;s FERRY 

Phone: 208-267-3105 

Special Use Perm it Application 

FOR OFFICE USE ONLY: 

FILE# 

APPLICANT INFORMATION: 

Landowner's name: James Miller 

Mailing address: 6913 Oak St. 

City: Bonners Ferry 

Telephone: 

E-mail: 

REPRESENTATIVE'S INFORMATION : 

Representative's name: 

Company name: 

Mailing address: 

City: 

Telephone: 

E-mail: 

PARCEL INFORMATION: 

Section#: Township: 

Parcel# (s): RPB0240045009AA 

RECEIVED: 

Applicant: Ben Sumpter & Aurora Clarke 

Range: 

State: Id 

Fax: 

State: 

Fax: 

Parcel acreage: 0.47 

Zip code: 83805 

Zip code: 

Legal description: The propertv located at 69)3 Oak Street on the cast side of Bonners F'errv. The 
1.412 square foot home sits on .47 of an acre on the east corner of Oak St.&, Monlana SL in the 
east side of Bonners Fcrrv. 

Current landowner's name: James Miller 

Current zoning: Residential A Current use: Home Daycare 

Directions to site: From Citv Hall: Turn right onto Riverside Roa d . Turn right onto US-2 / US-95S. Tnkc 
a left onto Ash St. Continue straight onto Oak Streel. The location i_s on th e le ft-hand s ide . 



STANDARDS FOR REVIEW (BFCC§ll-5-5) 

Explain how the proposed use constitutes an allowable special use established by Bonners Ferry Zoning Code: The silc j'.--; 

zoned Residential A. Appendix B. Table 2 au thorizcs chi\dcai-e grou p homes as c\ special use. 

Explain how the proposed use will conform to the zone district in which it is located (Example, the applicant is meeting all 
the zoning req uireme nts1 such as signage, lighting and land sea ping that is required of it in the zone district that it i, locate LP j: 

11.14.4 ofcitv code states small signs shall not include anv sign that is over six (6 1 square feet in WC<i 

or five feet /5') in height at anv point along the existing grade. A metal sign mc;:1:rn ring 18"x )4;' wi1 il ;.!. 

total square footagt! of 3 ft. on a post not exceeding 5' tall is µn.mosed. 

How will the proposed use be compatible and harmonious with adjacent properties? What measures is the applicant taking 
to ensure the use will be compatible with surrounding property owners? (Example, is the applicant proposing to limit the 
operating hours to reduce noise during the evening or morning hours to adjacent landowners?) 
Plav Smarter Kids i.,vill stagger p rogram offerings to reduce traffic. offering botJ, morn ing a nd c1ftcrnorn1 
haJf davs. The drjvewav located on the prope rlv is a half-circle drive. A curbside dro p-off cmd pick ll )} 

svstem will be implemented ,viih parents. so parents arc not pad-::ing. Afternoon and Sat u rd av clusscs 
are held inside only. Any ou t.side plav \:Vill not begin before 1 Clam and cease before 5:30pm A maximum 
of 6 students will be outside at a time to rerluce noise . 

Explain how the proposed use will utilize existing utilities, or how the applicant proposes to extend services to the site? 
The existing utilities wi11 be sufficient in the operation of the business and no t::,.,:tended scniccs \\'ill lx· 
needed. 

How does the proposed use comply with the applicable standards Bonners Feny City Zoning Code? 
Parking requirements of 11-13-5 reouire l space for ew:1·v 6 clliklrcn and l sp;:icc for ecich cm plo\'l'', 
Emolovees wiU park on the basement level of Lhe building u sing the driveYva ,· to r,ark. The drin'\\.,! • 
currentlv holds space for 3 vehicles. The circle d rive hcis <111 extension v,:ilh park.inc available rur -~i 

vehicles. The back drivewav measures 11' x 68'. This space will be a.l loc;-1t1'd fo r crnplovccs. a nd .,.,.-i:! !:,. 

used for employees. 

Explain how the proposed use is in general compliance with the goals of the Comprehensive Plan (attached additional pc1p•2r 

if necessary): 

The question is outlined on an attached document. 

I hereby certify that all the information, statements, attachments and exhibits submitted herewith are true to the best of 
my knowledge. I further grant permission to the City and its representatives to enter upon the subject land to rnakc 

examinations, post the '2/'::: review the premises relative to the processing ot this applicatioo, . 

Applicant's signature:~ Cfl4~------ Date: oe I 0(., L,;io.7':{ 

Landowner's signature: • • ~ 0 j};_,:t,/6 Date: QfS-0 I - k;?.. "f 
r'" C 

v 



Explain how the proposed use is in general compliance with the goals of tt1e Comprehensive Plan (attached additional 

paper if necessary): 

Section 2.4 of the Bonner s Fenv Comprehensive Plan states. •• High uucilitu cclucalion !i·orn ec1r/11 
childhood throuqh posl-secondani is essenlictl lo uc.:ccss iobs. Post -secondon1 ed1,1c(1tion. i11c/11di11 r1 
universities, colleges, trade, and vocalionol schools are /Jccominq increasing/ii importunt." 

Studies show children altending preschool are 10% mon: likdv to enroll in post-secondm·v cducrl1ion 
than those who did not. There are manv benefits to children attending preschool including incre;:isccl 
cognitive development. literacv compet.cncv, promoting compassion. ancl encourrn.,ring sclf-clisciplinc. 
Investing in high quality preschool education can lead to both long-Lenn acaclcrnic and social benefits. 

While new to Bonners Fcrrv. Plav Smarter Kids has been. creating educational programs fnr children 
since 2013 . Our program heavilv focuses on earlv l iLcracv. using rhvming stories to teach dc1sscs like 
science, art. music. lechnologv. cooking, robotics and gardening. Research shmvs thal children who 
take part in high-qualitv earlv childhood cducalion programs arc more likely to graduate and cont inuc 
their education after high school. Bv encouraging a curiosit.v for learning, our prottrams help childrt'n 
become engaged learners . giving them a head start in their educational io1.1rnev. 

Our progranis give parents opportunities to provide preschool eclucalion for their children 1ha1 is 
affordable, offerjn g h alf dav programs as ficxjble as one<.: per week and assisting low income r,imili('s 
with tuition assistance throul!h Idaho Child Care Program (ICCP). 

It is our hope that wilh the addition of our preschool. \Ve can c:1ssisl with building strong cducalional 
foundation s for the children in our communilY. 

1'1·• l 11•. 



Applicant Narrative 

Play Smarter Kids is a preschool and educational enrichment program for children 2-10. We are 

proposing to use the current residence located at 6913 Oak St. as a location to host our preschool 

programs and afterschool classes. We hope for our facility to host no more than 12 children at a time, 

while open Monday- Friday from 7am - 6pm and Saturday from 9am - noon. 

Our program offers parents both full day and half day options: 

Full Day: 7am - 5pm 

Saturday Classes: 

9am - noon 

AM Half Day: 8am -11:30 PM Half Day: 1pm-4:30pm 

In order to decrease noise and disruption to residential neighbors we will: 

• Limit outside play to the hours of 9am - 5:30pm. 

• No more than 6 children will be outside at a time to reduce noise. 

• Saturday classes are held inside only. 

• Limit the class size held on Saturdays to 6 children. 

Traffic Impact Analysis 

A half circle drive is located at the front of the property. A curbside drop off system will be 

implemented, so parents are pulling through one side of the driveway, dropping their child with a 

waiting teacher, and the exiting through the other side of the driveway. In addition to the circle 

pull-through, there is room for 3 additional parking spots available at the front of the property. 

Employees will use the back driveway for parking, leaving the front available for parent use. 

Play Smarter Kids has staggered their drop off and pick up schedule. Below is a table estimating the 

number of cars coming to the facility to drop off/pick at certain times. 

Monday- Friday Maximum Number of Cars 

7am-7:45am 6 

7:45am - 8am 6 

11:30am Pick Up 6 

1pm Drop-Off 6 

4:30pm Pick Up 6 

4:30pm -6pm 6 

Saturday Classes 

9am drop off & 9:45 pick up 6 

10am drop off & 10:45 pick up 6 

11am drop off & noon pick up 6 
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After Recording Return To: 
MOUNTAIN WEST BANK, DIVISION OF GLACIER BANK 
101 Ironwood Dr Suite 164, PO BOX 1059 
COEUR D'ALENE, ID 83814 

-------------- ISpaeeAb11veTblsLlneForReeordi11gData) --------------

MIN:1002718-5679182982-8 

DEFINITIONS 

DEED OF TRUST 

Words used in multiple sections of this document are defined below and other words are defined in Sections 3, 11, 13, 18, 20 
and 21. Certain rules regarding the usage of words used in this document are also provided in Section 16. 

(A) "Security Instrument'' means this document, which is dated 
this document. 

April 21, 2014 

(B) "Borrower., is JAMES D CRUZ-MILLER, AN UNMARRIED PERSON 

Borrower is the trustor under this Security lnstrument. 

(C) "Lender" is MOUNTAIN WEST BANK, DIVISION OF GLACIER BANK 
Lender is a CORPORATION 
the laws of MONTANA 
101 lronwood Dr Suite 164, PO BOX 1059, COEUR D'ALENE, ID 83814 

(D) " Trastee" is FIRST AMERICAN TITLE COMPANY OF IOAHO 

, together with all Riders to 

organized and existing Wlder 
. Lender's address is 

(E) "MERS" is Mortgage Electronic Registration Systems, Inc. MERS is a separate corporation that is acting solely as a 
nominee for Lender and Lender's successors and assigns. MERS is the beneficiary under this Security Instrument. MERS 

IDAHO-Single Family-Fannie MadFre4dle Mac UNIFORM INSTRUMENT 

ll>Alf0"'1ERS 
ITEM 9&41!L 1 (040913) 
08190000094407 

*181867451-9648-20140421* 
181867451-9648-20140421 

Form 3013 1/01 (rev. 7/08) 

Grea10oca• 
(Pago 1d13) 
181867451 



Stephanie Lewandowski 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 

Hi Clare, 

Mike Klaus 
Wednesday, September 18, 2024 1 :52 PM 
Clare Marley 
Samuel Stringer; Stephanie Lewandowski 
RE: In-home daycare permit 

I have reviewed the appllcation and the fire safety inspection report and I find no reason not to approve it. 

Should I sign and the return the copy you gave me? 

Thank you, 
Mike 

From: Clare Marley <cmarley@ruenyeager.com> 
Sent: Wednesday, September 18, 2024 11:49 AM 
To: Mike Klaus <mklaus@bonnersferry.id.gov> 
Cc: Samuel Stringer <sstringer@ruenyeager.com>; Stephanie Lewandowski <slewandowski@bonnersferry.id.gov> 
Subject: In-home daycare permit 

Hello Mike: The City of Bonners Ferry received an application for an in-home daycare 
facility for up to 6 chi ldren. This permit type requires a planning review and approval by 
the city administrator. The attached application contains a signature line for your 
approval. I have included the conditions of approval. We have completed a review of the 
parking requirements and fire inspection requirement, and other zoning requirements, 
which are listed in the conditions in the attached Home occ app with conditions pdf. 

This is ready for your review and approval. If you need to discuss any details, please let 
me know. 

I am also attaching the fire inspection. This copy is nearly illegible, so we are asking the 
applicant to bring in the original for the city to copy for their records. 

Once approved, either Stephanie or I can send to the owner. The owner is going to seek 
a special use permit later this year to allow a greater number of children . 

1 believe the city has all the application records, but I am providing a screen shot of 
what we have, in case you need us to send anything you don't have. 

1 



> S133016 Bormers Ferry > Planning > FILES > ADMINIS.TRATIVE > 2024 > AR06-2.4 Daycare 

A 

Name 

CORR 

S 20240722 Reply.msg 

B 20240729 In home day care app sent.msg 

~ AR06-24 Home 0cc app with conditions .... 

!El AR06-24 Hume 0cc Daycare app.pdf 

fB AR06-24 Home 0cc rescan app.pdf 

~ Copy of Deed 691 lpdf 

~ Fire S.afety Inspection for S.tate Child Care .. , 

~ Floorplan 5913 Oak,pdf 

!El Parking Plan.pdf 

[B Site Plan 6913 Oak.pdf 

Clare Marley, AICP 
Ruen-Yeager & Associates, Inc. 
219 Pine Street I Sandpoint, Idaho 83864 
Office: 208.265.4629 ext.204 
cmarley@ruenyeager.com 
Engineers I Planners I Surveyors 

,,.:,.,~ 

Date mcdified Type 

9/12/2{)24 12:23 PM File folder 

7/22/202.4 6:32 A.M Outlcck Item 

7/29/202.4 12:33 PM Outlcok Item 

S_/le/2024 11 :4D Mv1 Aclcbe Acrobat 0 ... 

S/12/ 2D24 9': 1 g AM Adcbe Acrobat D ... 

9/12/2024 1: 11 PM Adobe A.no bat D ... 

B/12/2.:)2.4 1 :41 PM Ade be Acrobat 0 ... 

9/16/2024 4:2D PM Adobe Acrobat D ... 

8/12.-'2.0241:47 PM Adobe Acrobat D, .. 

S/12/ZD24 1:41 PM Adobe Acrobat D ... 

f'._/12/2D24 1 :41 PM Adobe Acrobat D ... 

Sizt: 

1_764 KB 

2. 7 D2 KB 

583 KB 

367 KB 

7D9 KB 

395 KB 

1,411KB 

6_939 KB 

93 KB 

3_.12-2- KB 

[EXTERNAL] This message originated outside of City of Bonners Ferry. Do not click links or open attachments unless you 
recognize the sender, are expecting something from them, and know the content is safe. Please report malicious emails to the 
Exbabylon Managed Service Team. 
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Fire Safety Inspection for State Child Care Licensing 

JKl New Child CzirC1 License ApplicantO Child Care License Renewal Applicant 

Date Operator/Ju n:va. C,la<vk,L_ Owner au Y(J~_fiu:alBu, Sa.~ 

Name of facility ,/2/a_~dJ __________ _ 
Address i.JLfil___QgJL___jl ____________ _ 

citvbonn~tJ Rrty------ State i/l_ Zip _B 38o_,l..._ __ 

Facilitv Phone Number JOB -&'-!ta- 939_'1 ___ _ 
Note: I h•· licP;1~ing -11 ti !1·:H 11y 1', t lw lrL1hn rl('p,11 Ir rll'III ,ir 11r•;1II h .11,d Wrlf.-,1T. llw , 11,nir,111111 •,l.11 ,d 1, ,1, ,l,," rt l1n·- ,(I 

i11 the ~t,~te child care• iir•:mir:~ J(t \Nill not preempt ~tff;/ hY-31 rn din.1r,,:e th.,t j,, mnre ~t1 i11g,=•11t. 

Tfl/s inspection form was drafted within the confines of the legislated fire safety sta11dards for child care facilities 
and does not mean to infer that the provisions within provide for a level of fire safety that wollld mee1 

nationally recognized standards. Nor does It mean that it v.1ould provide a level of fire safety that would meet 
our own adopted fire safety standards for other ocwpancies in Idaho. 

JI. GENERAL REQUIREMENTS FOR ALL CHILD CARE OCCUPANCJES 

Exiting Requirements 

'. Are the required exits located to provide an unohstructed path 
i outside the building to a public way or area of refuge? 
! Can- ~-;it doo-rs -b~ opened from the insid~ without the u.se of a 

! key or any special knowledge or effort? 
i Are there at least two exits (travel distance between not to 

: exceed 75 feet) located a distance apart, not iess than one-
I half the diagonal dimension of the building or portion used for 

I child care? 
, Exception: In buildings w;th automatic fire sprinkler systems, the 
I distance may be increased to 110 feet. 

i Are the required exits not less than 32 inches of dear exit width 
I and not less th.an six feet, eight inches (6'8") in height? 
! Exception: Sliding patio doors will be accepted as a required second 

exit in "Family and Group Child Care Facilities" onJv. 

l 



Exiting Requirements (cont.) 
Are sleeping rooms provided with at least one emergency 
egress window having at least a mfnimum single net clear 

opening of 5.7 square feet, minimum height 24 inches, 
minimum width 20 inches, and maximum finished sill height not 
over 44 inches? 
Note: An approved exil door is acceptable in lieu of egress windows. 
Also, an approved piece of furniture or platform, if anchored in 
place, can be approved to sit in front of a window, if the sill height 
is over44 inches 

Are approved egress windows frorn sleeping-areas operable 
; from the inside without the use of separate tools? 
I Where chi I d~en ;ire l~cat~d ~n -~ st~~-y -b;I o~ the l~v~-1 ~f~xit- --

: dischar·ge (basement), are there at least two exits provided. one 
of which is directly to the outside-;> 
Note: More than one exit from the basement opening directly to the 
outside mu)I be required, depending on the structure of the building. ' 

Child care is prohibited on any upper floor beyond the first 
tloor. fKception: Child Care is permitted at the second /Joor level, 
provirf.ed that the building has two (.l} exits, one (1) of which must 
open directly to the outside and be in compliance with building 
codes. 

Fire Extinguishers 

For CHILD CARE CENTERS: 

Is there a portable fire ext1ngu1sher (minimum 2A-10BC) 
: 1110L1nted securely in the kitchen area ~nd one other approved 

location that is visible, does not exceed five (5) feet from the 
' floor to the top of the extinguisher, and not more than seventy 

five (75) feet travel distance, and Is it maintained properly? 
Note: Fire extinguishers shall be maintained properly, 

For GROUP CHILD CARE 1-ACILJTTES and FAMILY CHILO CARE HOMES: 
Is there a portable fire el<t1ngu1sher (minimum 2A-10BC] 
mounted securely in the kitchen area that is visible, does not 
exceed five (5) feet from the floor to the top of the 
extinguisher, and not more than seventy five (75) feet travel 
distance, and is it maintained properly? 
Note: Fire extinguishers shall be maintained properly. 

Is there a hood-type fire suppress·1on system installed in the 
kitchen area. if required? 

In facilities over three thousand (3,000) square feet are 
additional fire extinguishers present and approved by local fire 
official or des1gnee? 

In Facilities greater then twenty thousand (20,000) square feet 
in area or when the number of children under the age of 
eighteen (18) month exceeds one hundred (100) is there an 
automatic sprinkler system? 

------~-----------! 
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Telephon~ 

I ls there an operable telephone on the premises? 
I 

Smoke Detectors 

Is there a smoke detector installed in the basement having a 
stairway which opens from the basement into the facility (such 
detector shall be connected to a sounding device or other 
detector to provide an alarm which will be audible rn the 
sleeping area)? ----
Are approved smoke detectors provided on the ceiling or wall 
outside each separate sleeping area or in the immediate vicinity 
of bedrooms? .. 
Is there a smoke detector in each room used for sleeping 

1 purposes? 
I 

l ls there a smoke detector in each story within the facility 
including the basement? 

I 

I Fire Safety and Evacuation Plan 

1 

Note: I (11.h child care ct•n/1.:•1. yi 11up child core jai;.ilily m f wrlily child rnre /10111e vvlunr w ,iv Ji< 1·11\1.•i/ hy I J1r-: U, ·11u1 /11w1il. 

11111.~I hove rm OJJ/J/OVcli /iw mjt'ly rmrl I'll(// 1mU011 plnn J/1/'f!weri. I iw l'V/111wl ion wui \U/1'1 v p!,rm 11u1>/ i111 /wii' 1/!1' 

elelllents listed below. 

Procedures and policies th,.;1. accounts for all employe?es and 

chil?r~_n af~er an evacuation is completed. 

Identifies evacuation routes, locations of facility exits, and 
assembly point for an evacuation. 

Includes location of smoke detectors, fire alarm appliances and 

fir_e extinguishers. __ 

A schedule of fire and emergency evacuation drills and annual 
reviews that all employees and children participate in with 
records of those drills available for reference and review, 

For Facilities with an Or;cupancy Load of i=ifty or More 
Note: In addition to the requirements above, those facilities with an occupancy load of fifty (50/ or more 

occupants must also meet the criteria outlined below. 

I Do exit doors sv,:1ng in the direction of egress? ~ 
I Do exit doors from rooms having an occupant load to fifty (50) 
I or mare, if provided with a latch, have panic hardware? 

I Are Exit sig~s installed at required exit doorways and where ! otherwise necessary to clearly indicate the direction of egress? 
1 

Fo·r facilities with ov~r fifty (50).child;~n, is an approved fire 

!~~-~~ system installed? 



Occupant Load 
Note: Occupant load is determined by the local fire official or designee. Only those areas used for child care 

purposes will be used when determining occupant load. 

To determine occupant load, calculate the square footage of 
the space between the interior face of the exte1·ior walls, 
assigned to child care use, and divide by the occupant load 
factor of 35. Allowances for interior walls or partitions and 
furnisl1ings have been taken into account in the occupant 
load factor, except fixed seating. The occupant load for fixed 
seating is determined by counting the seats, 

Is the facility in compliance? 

- - -1 

Note: This inspection is for the purpose of meeting only the requirements of the Department of Health and 
Welfare. The operator/owner may also be required to meet; zoning, building code, fire code or other agency 
regulations within their focal jurisdiction to conduct this type of business. In addition, a separate Health and 
Safety inspection is required on all facilities that are required to be licensed. 

REMARl<S: _____________ ________________ _ 

·Cl 
Facility passes fire inspection: (...!..!JY No ) ( [ .. ~ I .) 

dResidentia1 

L/-0 
D Commercial 

INSPECTION MADE BY, Y>6 v id ul .- N ec-1 !... r;·/l/._ 
1 

TITLE AND AGENCY: T-7 fl<._ c_ IA._,, e:P '}3 F ;:-_b 

Signature of lnspector~vJ..,v{.AJ..1 

Name of facility operator/owner (please print): 6€..,..., S'vc.,e...,p,..,(.__ ... ~ 

Signature of facility operator/owner: ~ 

Date: IC\ / /q b <t 
~ I 

Date: 



c,rv OF BONQRs FERRY 
7232 Main Street 

P.O. Box 149 
Bonners Ferry, Idaho 83805 

Phone: 208-267-3105 

HOME OCCUPATION APPLICATION 

FOR OFFICE USE ONLY: 

FILE#: A-f<O(D-~ 4 DATE RECEIVE.D 6 / I~ I J ~ 
REQUEST: 

APPLICATION FOR HOME OCCUPATIONS SHOULD INCLUDE THE FOLLOWING: 

• Completed Application form, signed by the landowner; 

• Copy of current deed; 
• A site plan of the property showing how the home occupation will occupy any area of the lot or parcel. The site 

plan should include property dimensions, existing buildings, proposed building that will be constructed to 
conduct the use, locations of parking, loading and/or storage of items related to the use and lc1!1dscaping (if 
proposed). 

• A detailed floor plan of the home or building where the use will occur. The floor plan shoi.1ld include: building 
dimensions of the structure (including interior d irnensions of rooms), identifications of rooms; proposeJ lo:::ai.i'J 11 

ot room used in conjunction with the home occL!p;,foms 

• Appropriate application fee, as set forth by the City 

APPLICANT INFORMATION: 

Landowner's name: James Miller 

Mailing address: 6902 Apple Aly 

City: Bonners Ferry 

Telephone: 208-646-9399 

E-mail: info@PlaySmarterKids.com 

PARCEL/LOT INFORMATION: 

Parcel# (s): RPB0240045009AA 

Applicant: Ben Sumpter & Aurora Clarke 

State: ID 

Fax: j\J/ /\ 

Pat"Cf!I size: 0 47 

Zip code: 83805 

Legal description: The property located at 6913 Oak St1·eet on the east side of Bonners Fe1T•/. f!,e 1,412 ~quare foot ho1m· 

sits on .47 of an acre on the east corner of Oak St. & Montana St. in the east side of Bonners Fenv. 

Current zoning: Cu1Tent U:,t': 

Residential A Residential 



.. . 
)'\ ... ~ 

FOR OFFICE USE ONLY-- ISSUANCE .. ~MAND CONDITIONS OF APPROVAL: 

FILE#: BUSINESS LICENSE#: DATE ISSUED: 

NOTES: 

I hereby certify that this application has been reviewed and found to be in compliance with the current standards set 
forth by the City of Bonners Ferry City Code. Use is subject to the following conditions of approval: 

• The use shall maintain a city business license while in operation on the site 
• The use shall be developed and operated in accordance with the approved permit 
• Only members of the family residing on the premises shall be engaged in such occupation. 
• Not more than twenty percent (20%) of the floor area of the dwelling unit shall be used in the conducting of the 

home occupation. 
• There·shall be no change in the outside appearance of the building or premises showing visible evidence of the 

conduct of such home occupation. 
• No more than twenty (20) vehicle trips per day shall be generated by such home occupation. 
• No equipment or process shall be used in such home occupation which creates noise, vibration, glare, fumes, 

odors or electrical interference. 
• Additional conditions of approval are as follows: 

The following conditions are required to be adhered to·while the use is in operation on the property. Furthermore, if the 
use changes or is intensified on the property the City may require the use to cease or require a special use permit pursuant 
to the requirements of Bonners Ferry Revised Coae. The City may revoke the permit and business license for failure to 
comply with any of the above conditions of approval. 

Mike Klaus, P.E. 
City Administrator 

I accept the foregoing Home Occupation permit from the City of Bonners Ferry, Idaho, and agree that the premises 
described therein shall be and are subject to the conditions and covenants stated therein. 

~ (JJG[l1Cfld 
PPUCANT] 

STATE OF IDAHO, ) 

:ss 

County of Boundary ) ~ 

On this ~ dc1 of , 20)...l-\ before me, a Notary Public in and for said State, personally appearecl 
~ $. ~ • ~ known to n e to be the person(s) whose name is subscribed to thto foregoing document, a rid ~cknowledged to ,,,e 

he mrnted th, :::;;;~TB~;~i;;;: ,e ' '.''""'" set my h~~m yg::z• lest abo,e wmtea. 

commi~slan i-.~~~~~ Ju\ 12, 202! NOTARYPUBLICState of1dahp 
M'/ Comm,ss,on Com. Expires: _tJ:::1_/ .1..:i_/_1{)2 .... ~,_ ___ _ 
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After Rccordiq; Return To: 
MOUl\lTAIM WF-ST BAf.Jt·t, \:l·!\MMOi\! Of GlAC!:::'.R !'!-,q'!'.~ 
101 irotwsci,J~ i'.k Su iii.~ ·JG4, PO BOU ~W5~ 
COEUR ,YALENE, t:J DZU14 

DEFINITfO°:'i:~ 
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(A) "Security hnstnHn~11t" m1;:m:; thi~ clocmne:11 whi<::h i·, .la:~ri 
this domunent. 

(B} "&rrm--;er" is JAIV/k:5 i) l'RUZ~~RIU.ER, Al\! iJNiVlAR.RU.:.:D PERSO.\I 

Borrower i~ th<' t r,1,;tor under this fkcurity I:istrumcnt. 

(C} "L,m-i'l1.'" is MOUMTAiN ij\/i:Sl aAl\JK, Dl 11mK:lN OF {~1-J\CifSr?. l8N~lt 
Lender is a ei)R~•ORA1'1(ll\! 
the laws ot MOi\\TANA 
101 tronwoou DI' Suit~ ']64., PO BOX 1059, COEUR! D'AH~l\i):.;, :r.] ,',;}Viti. 

(D) "Trustee" is FIRST AMERICAN TITLE COMPANY OF tD.<-1..H.0 

arg:.nizcd and cxi~ting ,mdtr 
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nominee ~or! 1:niicr and l...:nc!m· s :-.uc<;C!>Son; nut! ;isst/!11!:. • .•l•::•!f: L 111., ocucli•.TU-y u11,•t'1 1·J.b fi -,·un{y ~rn.t •!!J;reit. f•11FV!•, 

iDAHO,Mi:F::; 
m,.-.1 w~tu (O->Wl3J 
081 !10fl0DD!lt!•lll7 

l~r+:'11rJ~c~ 
(!'.'!;<• I~.' I",:, 
111'13(.: 7J3.•1~ 



Parking Plan 

Traffic Impact Analysis 

A half circle drive is located at the front of the property. A curbside drop off system will be 

Implemented, so parents are pulling through one side of the driveway, dropping their child with a 

waiting teacher, and the exiting through the other side of the driveway. 

In addition to the circle pull-through, there is an extension of the driveway with room for 3 additional 

parking spots available at the front of the property. Employees will use the back driveway for parking, 

leaving the front available for parent use. 

Play Smarter Kids has staggered their drop off and pick up schedule. Below is a table estimating the 

number of cars coming to the facility to drop off/pick at certain times. 

Monday- Friday Maximum Number of Cars 

7am - 7:45am 3 
--------

7:45am - 8am 3 

11: 30a m Pick Up 3 
--· -----

1pm Drop-Off 3 
-

4:30pm Pick Up 3 
----- - -

4:30pm -6pm 3 I 



NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 
 
Notice is hereby provided that a public hearing pursuant to Idaho Code 67-6512 and Bonners 
Ferry City Code has been set for the City of Bonners Ferry Planning and Zoning Commission for 
MAY 15, 2025, AT 5:15 PM at Bonners Ferry City Hall to consider recommendations to the City 
Council for the following: 
 
File #SUP015-25 Play Smarter Kids is requesting a special use permit for a childcare center 
operating from 7 AM to 5:30 PM during the weekday and 9 AM to Noon on Saturdays. The 
application states there will be a maximum of 12 children at one time. The property is known as 
Lots 7 & 8; Lot 9 less 3 feet of Block 45 in the Eaton Subdivision in Section 26, Township 62 
North, Range 1 East, Boise Meridian. The property is zoned Residential A and addressed at 6913 
Oak St. The Planning and Zoning Commission will make a recommendation to Bonners Ferry 
City Council, who will make the final decision on the special use permit. 
 
The public is welcome and encouraged to attend the hearing or provide written response. Any 
written comment greater than one (1) page must be submitted at least six (6) days prior to the 
meeting.  Written material not exceeding one (1) page may be read into the record the day of the 
hearing.  Public wishing to speak at the public hearing may do so in compliance with Resolution 
2014-06-01, a copy of which is located at City Hall. The hearing will be available in listen-only 
mode via Zoom video conferencing by logging in at: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86862147479 or 
phone at +1 253 215 8782. Meeting ID: 868 6214 7479. 
 
The deadline for submitting written comments and/or material longer than 1 page is May 8, 2025 
by 5 p.m.  Written comment can be mailed to City of Bonners Ferry, Planning and Zoning, P.O. 
Box 149, Bonners Ferry, ID 83805 or emailed to cityhall@bonnersferry.id.gov.     
 
Complete files are available for view at City Hall, located at 7232 Main, during regular business 
hours.  Anyone requiring special accommodations due to disability should contact the City Clerk 
at (208) 267-3105 at least two days prior to the meeting. 
 

City of Bonners Ferry Planning and Zoning Dept. 
Mailed to landowners w/in 300’ of the subject property  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:cityhall@bonnersferry.id.gov


 
Vicinity Aerial 





From: Julia Fairchild
To: Clare Marley
Subject: Fw: #SUP015-25 Play Smarter Kids
Date: Tuesday, May 13, 2025 9:06:55 AM

Just received this one as well 

From: Stephanie Alexander 
Sent: Monday, May 12, 2025 5:24 PM
To: cityhall <cityhall@bonnersferry.id.gov>
Subject: #SUP015-25 Play Smarter Kids
 
Great! It's a good neighborhood for kids, and there is a need for quality day care providers! 

-Stephanie Alexander
6905 Hazel St.
Bonners Ferry, ID  83805

Yahoo Mail: Search, Organize, Conquer
[EXTERNAL] This message originated outside of City of Bonners Ferry. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender, are expecting something from them, and know the content is safe. Please report
malicious emails to the Exbabylon Managed Service Team.

mailto:jfairchild@bonnersferry.id.gov
mailto:cmarley@ruenyeager.com
https://mail.onelink.me/107872968?pid=nativeplacement&c=US_Acquisition_YMktg_315_SearchOrgConquer_EmailSignature&af_sub1=Acquisition&af_sub2=US_YMktg&af_sub3=&af_sub4=100002039&af_sub5=C01_Email_Static_&af_ios_store_cpp=0c38e4b0-a27e-40f9-a211-f4e2de32ab91&af_android_url=https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.yahoo.mobile.client.android.mail&listing=search_organize_conquer




MEMO 
CITY OF BONNERS FERRY 

CITY ENGINEER/ADMIN 
 

TO:    Mayor and City Council   

FROM:   Mike Klaus, City Engineer  

DATE:  May 30, 2025 

RE:    Riverside Pole Relocation – Federal Highways Project Close-Out 

Attached are the last documents that need to be signed by the Mayor to close-out the City’s 
portion of work regarding the Riverside pole relocation to facilitate Boundary County’s 
Riverside Road project.  

I recommend that the City Council authorize the Mayor to sign the attached documents and any 
others that may need to be signed to close-out this project. 

Please contact me with any questions you may have about this recommendation. 

Thank you, 

 

Mike    
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